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SPRING AND SUIIMER BIRD SUIlMARY/ March through J u l y  891 by S c o t t  Seltman 

Kansas b i r d e r s  found a  r e s p e c t a b l e  number of i n t e r e s t i n g  b i r d s  du r ing  t h e  
Spring and Summer of 1989 cons ide r i ng  t h e  extremes of weather t h a t  we were 
fo rced  t o  d e a l  w i th  throughout t h e  per iod.  Looking back over  t h e  b i r d  summa- 
r i e s  of t h e  l a s t  two yea r s  one could conclude t h a t  your e d i t o r  i s  obsessed w i th  
weather a s  I have o f t e n  devoted more space t o  t h e  wezther r e p o r t  t han  t c  t h e  
good b i r d s  seen  dur ing  a  g iven  pe r i od .  But t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  Autumn 
of 1987 Kansans have s een  some of t h e  most e x t r a o r d i n a r y  weather  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  
our  s t a t e ' s  h i s t o r y .  And t h e  Drought of '88 which seemed t o  end t h i s  summer 
may be ex tend ing  i n t o  1989 a s  we l l .  Kansas j u s t  exper ienced t h e  d r i e s t  Novem- 
be r  on record  wi th  most Nat iona l  Weather Se rv i ce  r e p o r t i n g  s t a t i o n s  record ing  
ZERO p r e c i p i t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  month. 

The l a s t  few days  of February 1989 were q u i t e  mild  and many s h o r e b i r d s  and 
pa s se r i ne s  seemed poised t o  beg in  s p r i n g  migra t ion  we l l  ahead of schedule .  But 
March roared  i n  l i k e  a  l i o n  w i th  a  record s e t t i n g  b l a s t  of co ld  a i r  from t h e  
n o r t h  and f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  month we exper ienced wi ld  swings i n  outdoor  con- 
d i t i o n s .  Here a t  Nekoma on March 4  t h e  temperature  ranged between 0  and 12 
degrees  F  wi th  a  s t e ady  40 MPH breeze  from t h e  no r th .  J u s t  a  week l a t e r  on 
March 11 t h e  daytime h igh  was 88 F. On March 14 a  major d u s t  storm s t r u c k  t h e  
s t a t e  w i th  hu r r i c ane  f o r c e  winds clawing away a t  t o p s o i l  t h a t  i n  many c a s e s  had 
seen minimal r a i n  f o r  a t  l e a s t  12 months. A t  t h i s  po in t  members of t h e  o l d e r  
gene ra t i on ,  who had u n t i l  t h i s  time v igo rous ly  den ied  any c u r r e n t  resemblance 
between t h e  l a t e  80's and t h e  "Dir ty  T h i r t i e s " ,  f i n a l l y  admi t ted  t h a t  t h e  
c u r r e n t  drought a t  l e a s t  reminded them of t h e i r  youth.  A p r i l  was a l s o  ve ry  d r y  
and windy w i th  f r equen t  dusts torms i n  t h e  West and major temperature  v a r i a t i o n s  

. s t a tewide .  While many low temperature  records  had been broken i n  t h e  p rev ious  
two months, l a t e  Apr i l  saw record  h e a t  w i t h  t h e  mercury break ing  100.F a t  many 
western l o c a l i t i e s  on t he  22nd, 23rd,  and 24th. Never be fo r e  had such  a ' s t r o n g  
hea t  wave been recorded s o  e a r l y  i n  sp r i ng .  

F i n a l l y  i n  May t h e  r a i n s  began. Thunderstorms t h a t  had been occur ing  i n  
e a s t e r n  Colorado f o r  about  t e n  days f i n a l l y  moved i n t o  Kansas on May 13 and f o r  
t h e  next  month-and-a-half many a r e a s  of t h e  s t a r e a r e c e i v e d  more r a i n  t han  they  
had dur ing  t h e  l a s t  year-and-a-half. By e a r l y  June some a r e a s  of s o u t h c e n t r a l  
Kansas were a c t u a l l y  having f l ood ing  problems and some l o c a l i t e s  ended t h e  
month wi th  over 20 inches  of r a i n !  This  month a l s o  s e t  many records  f o r  low 



t empera tu res .  Many a r e a s  of nor thwes t  Kansas f l i r t e d  w i t h  f r o s t  on t h e  i n c r e d -  
i b l e  d a t e s  of June 14 and 15 w i t h  morning lows i n  t h e  upper  30's. And on June 
22 t h e  dayt ime h i g h s  i n  w e s t c e n t r a l  Kansas were lower  t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  r e c o r d  
lows f o r  t h e  d a t e .  The dayt ime h i g h  of 53'F i n  Dodge C i t y  was abou t  20 d e g r e e s  
below t h e  normal minumum tempera tu re !  I n  J u l y  t h e  wea the r  seemed a b i t  more 
normal a l t h o u g h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  h e a t  waves never  r e a l l y  m a t e r i a l i z e d .  It 
should  be mentioned t h a t  w h i l e  most a r e a s  of t h e  s t a t e  r e c e i v e d  generous  
amounts of r a i n  i n  l a t e  s p r i n g  and e a r l y  summer, t h e r e  were i s o l a t e d  a r e a s  of 
d r y n e s s  t h a t  p e r s i s t e d  r i g h t  through t h e  summer months. 

The numbers of m i g r a t i n g  b i r d s  seemed v e r y  low i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  of t h e  
s t a t e  u n t i l  t h e  r a i n s  began i n  May. T r i p s  t o  Cheyenne Bottoms and Q u i v i r a  were 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e p r e s s i n g  i n  e a r l y  s p r i n g  w i t h  o v e r a l l  numbers of waterfowl  and 
s h o r e b i r d s  a t  i n c r e d i b l y  low l e v e l s .  A s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  Horned Lark,  
Cheyenne Bottoms was v i r t u a l l y  100% d r y  by l a t e  A p r i l .  The l a s t  poo l  t o  d i s -  
appear  was Pool 1 ,  which f o r  a  b r i e f  p e r i o d  c o n t a i n e d  a  huge ( b u t  i n a c c e s s i b l e )  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of s h o r e b i r d s .  A f t e r  May 1 numbers of a l l  b i r d s  a t  The Bottoms 
dropped o f f  d r a m a t i c a l l y .  Water f i n a l l y  began t o  f l o w  i n t o  t h e  r e f u g e  i n  l a t e  
May and e a r l y  June b u t  by t h e n  most w a t e r b i r d s  were l o n g  gone and p r o s p e c t s  f o r  
t h e  n e s t i n g  s e a s o n  were grim. An a l l - d a y  t r i p  though t h e  a r e a  on June 10 by 
t h e  Seltmans was a  r e a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  b i r d l e s s n e s s .  Even c o o t s  were r a r e !  I t  
was r a t h e r  obvious  t h a t  t h e  b r e e d i n g  s e a s o n  had been i r r e v e r s i b l y  damaged by 
drought  c o n d i t i o n s .  A t  Q u i v i r a  NWR c o n d i t i o n s  were somewhat b e t t e r  w i t h  breed- 
i n g  b i r d s  v e r y  s c a r c e  b u t  w i t h  most normal s p e c i e s  p r e s e n t .  Perhaps  t h e  
b i g g e s t  e v e n t  of t h e  s e a s o n  a t  Q u i v i r a  was a  p r a i r i e  f i r e  i n  A p r i l  t h a t  burned 
about  5000 a c r e s  a t  t h e  n o r t h  end of t h e  re fuge .  For  a  b r i e f  p e r i o d  good 
numbers of b i r d s  were found f e e d i n g  i n  t h i s  burn b u t  n o t h i n g  r a r e  was e v e r  
d i scovered .  

On March 31 C h a r l e s  Hol thaus  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a  p a i r  of Bald Eag les  were 
occupying a  n e s t  i n  submerged t r e e s  a t  t h e  west  end of C l i n t o n  R e s e r v o i r .  It 
was immediately confirmed t h a t  t h e s e  b i r d s  were i n c u b a t i n g  eggs .  Over t h e  n e x t  
s e v e r a l  months many b i r d e r s  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  h a t c h i n g ,  f e e d i n g ,  and f l e d g i n g  of 
two young. One a d u l t  d i s a p p e a r e d  soon  a f t e r  h a t c h i n g  o c c u r r e d  b u t  t h e  remain- 
i n g  a d u l t  s t i l l  managed t o  f e e d  b o t h  j u v e n i l e s .  Kansas o r n i t h o l o g i s t s  had l o n g  
p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  Bald Eag les  would someday b e g i n  n e s t i n g  a t  o u r  e a s t e r n  r e s e r -  
v o i r s  but  would n o t  have chosen C l i n t o n  a s  t h e  most l i k e l y  s p o t .  T h i s  l a k e  i s  
n o t  o n l y  ve ry  new, b u t  because  of i t s  p rox imi ty  t o  Lawrence i s  one of t h e  more 
h e a v i l y  v i s i t e d  l a k e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  A s  soon a s  t h e  n e s t  was d i s c o v e r e d  Parks  
and W i l d l i f e  o f f i c i a l s  a t temped t o  s e c u r e  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  l a k e  around t h e  n e s t  
s i t e  w i t h  s i g n s  and b a r r i e r s .  T h i s  g e s t u r e  was a p p a r e n t l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h a t  
t h e  e a g l e s  u l t i m a t e l y  f l e d g e d ,  b u t  s p e e d b o a t s  were o f t e n  s e e n  buzzing t h e  n e s t  
s i t e  and one e n t e r p r i s i n g  canoe-load of w i l d l i f e  l o v e r s  were s e e n  pounding on 
t h e  n e s t  t r e e  w i t h  t h e i r  padd les  s o  t h e y  c o u l d  g e t  a  b e t t e r  l o o k  a t  t h e  s l e e p -  
i n g  e a g l e t s .  I f  t h e  b i r d s  r e t u r n  n e x t  s p r i n g  perhaps  t h e  n o v e l t y  of n e s t i n g  
e a g l e s  w i l l  have worn o f f  and t h e y  w i l l  be g r a n t e d  a  l i t t l e  more p r i v a c y  by t h e  
l o c a l  c i t i z e n r y .  

Other  b i r d s  of i n t e r e s t  i n c l u d e d  b reed ing  House F i n c h e s  i n  b o t h  Topeka and 
Emporia w i t h  summering b i r d s  p r e s e n t  i n  b o t h  Kansas C i t y  met ro  a r e a  and i n  
s e v e r a l  neighborhoods of Wichi ta .  Can Lawrence and Baldwin be  f a r  behind? The 
sudden appearance of House F inches  i n  e a s t e r n  Kansas and w e s t e r n  Missour i  h a s  
c r e a t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n t r o v e r s y .  While some a n a l y s t s  and American B i r d s  
commentators i n s i s t  t h a t  b i r d s  found e a s t  of t h e  F l i n t  H i l l s  o r i g i n a t e  from t h e  
e a s t e r n  p o p u l a t i o n s  i t  i s  u n c l e a r  why t h e y  have a s s i g n e d  s e d e n t a r y  s t a t u s  t o  
b i r d s  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  of Kansas t h a t  have been marching eas tward  a t  t h e  



r a t e  of about  25 m i l e s  a  y e a r  f o r  t h e  l a s t  decade w h i l e  g r a n t i n g  v a s t  p ioneer -  
i n g  s k i l l s  t o  b i r d s  from t h e  E a s t .  It should  be p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  on 1988 
Christmas Bi rd  Counts Missour i  b i r d e r s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  26 d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t s  
found a  t o t a l  of 44 b i r d s  i n  t h e i r  s t a t e  (1.7 b i r d s / c o u n t )  w i t h  a lmost  h a l f  of 
t h o s e  coming from towns n e a r  t h e  Kansas border  ( S t .  Joseph  and s p r i n g f i e l d ) .  
Meanwhile, 10 wes te rn  Kansas c o u n t s  t a l l i e d  616 House F inches  (61.6 b i r d s /  . 
coun t ) .  T h i s  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  numbers of p a r t i c i p a n t s  were v e r y  low and 
h a l f  of t h e  coun t s  c o n t a i n  no urban a r e a s .  While no one knows t h e  t o t a l  popu- 
l a t i o n  of Kansas House F inches  everyone who h a s  b i r d e d  i n  w e s t e r n  towns knows 
t h a t  t h e  number i s  v e r y  h igh ,  c e r t a i n l y  many thousands  of i n d i v i d u a l s .  Judging 
from CBC's one must t o  go e a s t  a l l  t h e  way t o  I n d i a n a  t o  f i n d  comparable d e n s i -  
t i e s  of House F inches  t o  t h o s e  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  t h r e e - f i f t h s  of Kansas. 
It would appear  t h a t  a l l  Kansas c i t i e s  (and even t h o s e  i n  C e n t r a l  M i s s o u r i )  a r e  
g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  c l o s e r  t o  o u r  f i n c h  f a c t o r y  t h a n  t o  any known c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of 
House Finches  e a s t  of t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  River .  It may w e l l  be t h a t  b i r d s  from 
t h e  E a s t  a r e  now a r r i v i n g  i n  Missour i  and even e a s t e r n  Kansas, but  i t  seems 
t h a t  many people  a r e  s e r i o u s l y  u n d e r e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  a b i l i l t y  of w e s t e r n  House 
Finches  t o  become a i r b o r n e .  Persons  annoyed by t h i s  pa ragraph  shou ld  c a l l  
Chuck Ely  o r  Marvin R o l f s  i n  Hays. T h i s  team h a s  banded o v e r  8000 House 
F inches  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  decade.  Perhaps you can  convince  them t h a t  a l l  of 
t h e s e  b i r d s  were l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  and never  wandered e a s t  of Hays. Of c o u r s e ,  
i n  a n o t h e r  t e n  y e a r s  t h e  e n t i r e  E a s t  vs .  West c o n t r o v e r s y  w i l l  be j u s t  a  dim 
memory a s  House F inches  seem d e s t i n e d  t o  occupy e v e r y  coun ty  of e v e r y  s t a t e  i n  
t h e  Lower 48. 

S e v e r a l  s t a n d o u t s  ainong t h e  b i r d s  r e p o r t e d  from s p r i n g  and summer i n c i u a e  A 
Barrow's Goldeneye t h a t  s t a y e d  f o r  a  week o r  two i n  Topeka t h i s  A p r i l .  T h i s  
b i r d  was s e e n  by many a r e a  b i r d e r s  and i t s  i d e n t i t y  was conf i rmed by l o c a l  
e x p e r t s .  While t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  no specimen o r  even a  photograph of t h i s  s p e c i e s  
i n  Kansas, t h e  number of good s i g h t  r e c o r d s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  mount. Black R a i l s  
were r e p o r t e d  by s e v e r a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  t h e i r  normal h a u n t s  a t  t h e  nor thwest  
edge of Quiv i ra ' s  Big S a l t  Marsh. The mosqui to  p o p u l a t i o n  was s imply  awesome 
t h e r e  t h i s  summer. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  good f l a s h l i g h t  and wading b o o t s ,  b i r d e r s  
i n  t h e  f u t u r e  shou ld  c o n s i d e r  t a k i n g  a l o n g  a  few u n i t s  of blood.  

The L i t t l e  G u l l  found by Ted Cable a t  T u t t l e  Creek was p robab ly  t h e  b e s t  
b i r d  of t h e  season.  It was p r e s e n t  f o r  abou t  f i v e  days  and was s e e n  by q u i t e  a  
few Manhattan a r e a  b i r d e r s .  Kansas i s  a v e r a g i n g  abou t  1  o r  2  s i g h t i n g s  of 
t h i s  g u l l  p e r  yea r .  OLherwise, a  few out-of-range w a r b l e r s  were s e e n  a c r o s s  
t h e  s t a t e  and t h e r e  was a  d e f i n i t e  i n v a s i o n  of Cassin 's  Sparrows i n t o  t h e  
wes te rn  c o u n t i e s .  R .e  s p r i n g  m i g r a t i o n  had a n  unusua l  number of  v e r y  e a r l y  
a r r i v a l s  and v e r y  l a t e  d e p a r t u r e s ,  j u s t  a  few of which a r e  mentioned below. No 
doubt  t h e  e a r l y  h e a t  i n  A p r i l  and t h e  c o l d  r a i n y  weather  i n  l a t e  May was t h e  
cause  behind most of t h e s e  anomal ies .  

The n e x t  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d  c o v e r s  t h e  p e r i o d  from August th rough  November 
1989. We a l l  shou ld  know by now t h a t  t h e  f a l l  s e a s o n  was i n c r e d i b l y  e x c i t i n g  
i n  t h e  southwest  w i t h  many r a r i t i e s  be ing  recorded.  I need a  thorough r e p o r t  
from each  b i r d e r  who v i s i t e d  southwest  Kansas t h i s  f a l l  i n c l u d i n g  d a t e s ,  
p l a c e s ,  and b i r d s  s e e n  i n  o r d e r  t o  w r i t e  a  f u l l  r e p o r t  on  t h i s  phenomenal 
i n v a s i o n  i n  t h e  n e x t  Horned Lark. Other  t h a n  a  c e r t a i n  f a m i l y  of r a p t o r s  a t  
T u t t l e  Creek i t  was q u i e t  autumn i n  e a s t e r n  Kansas,  b u t  pe rhaps  you have j u s t  
been h o l d i n g  o u t  on us .  I am s t i l l  r e c e i v i n g  r e p o r t s  from o n l y  a  few ambi t ious  

s o u l s .  The n e x t  n e w s l e t t e r  goes  t o  p r e s s  i n  February .  



B I R D I N G  HIGHLIGHTS1 March through J u l y  1989 

Olivaceous Cormorant 1 LM,MM,BF 4-30-89 Cof f e y  
Great  Egre t  1 e a r l y  a t  P e r r y  DL S 3-26-89 J e f f e r s o n  
Snowy Egre t  1 i n  b reed ing  plumage DLS 6-18-89 J e f f e r s o n  
Tundra Swan 1 remaining a t  MDC LM 3-18-89 Linn 
Trumpeter Swan 1 a t  MDC presumably LM 3-18-89 Linn 

one of  f i v e  Minnesota b i r d s  f i r s t  found i n  February.  
Ross' Goose 1 a t  Melvern LM , MM 3-25-89 Osage 
Wood Duck 1 female  w i t h  7 downy DLS 5-20-89 Wabaunsee 

young a t  Alma sewage ponds. 
Cinnamon Teal  p a i r  s. of Ogden DL S 4-30-89 Ri ley  
G r e a t e r  Scaup 2 w e l l  s e e n  males  a t  LJ 3-25-89 R i l e y  

T u t t l e  Creek S t .  Park sewage lagoons.  Green g l o s s ,  rounded heads ,  and 
extended wing s t r i p e  a l l  mentioned i n  r e p o r t .  

Lesse r  Scaup p a i r  a t  P e r r y  DL S 5-27-89 J e f f e r s o n  
Barrow's Goldeneye 1 i m m .  male a t  sewage DG,m.ob. Apr. 89 Shawnee 

lagoons.  Found by Dan Gish and confirmed by Gene Lewis and o t h e r  a r e a  
b i r d e r s .  Outs ide  d a t e s  n o t  r epor ted .  

M i s s i s s i p p i  K i t e  sev .  v e r y  e a r l y  l o c a l l y  SS 4-27-89 Pawnee 
M i s s i s s i p p i  K i t e  1 i m m .  o v e r  Manhattan DR 7-26-89 R i l e y  
Osprey l a t e  s t r a g g l e r  a t  DR,LJ,RW June 89 R i l e y  

S tockda le  Cove s e e n  r e p e a t e d l y .  
Bald Eag le  p a i r  n e s t i n g  a t  C l i n t o n  CH 3-31-89 Douglas 

F i r s t  modern n e s t i n g  r e c o r d  f o r  Kansas. 
Bald Eagle  2 i m m .  a t  Mi l fo rd  DL S 5-29-89, Clay 
Swainson's Hawk - 120 on ground i n  f i e l d  SS 4-25-83 Rush 
Swainson's Hawk - 160 f o l l o w i n g  t r a c t o r  SS 4-25-89 Pawnee 
Golden Eagle 1 LM ,MM 4-25-89 Coffey 
Peregr ine  Falcon 1 w e l l  s e e n  and w e l l  LJ 6-17-89 R i l e y  

d e s c r i b e d  a d u l t  s e e n  a t  S tockda le  a r e a  on west  s i d e  of T u t t l e  Creek Res. 
June o r  J u l y  s i g h t i n g s  v e r y  r a r e  anywhere i n  Kansas. 

G r e a t e r  P r a i r i e  Chicken 1 i n  wheat nw. Larned SS 4-23-89 Pawnee 
Very r a r e  l o c a l l y .  

Black R a i l  1 c a l l i n g  a t  Q u i v i r a  PJ 7-01-89 S t a f f o r d  
S a n d h i l l  Crane 2 w. of Big S a l t  Marsh SC,RP 5-07-89 S t a f f o r d  
P i  ping P lover  3 a t  Per ry  Res. DLS 4-23-89 J e f f e r s o n  
P ip ing  P lover  5 a t  KWdP Headquar ters  GB 5-03-89 P r a t t  
Piping P lover  1 a t  Q u i v i r a  SC,RP 5-06-89 S t a f f o r d  
P ip ing  P lover  1 a t  CB SC , RP 5-06-89 Bar ton 
Piping P lover  1 a t  Melvern Res. SC,RP 5-07-89 Osage 
Mountain Plover  3 a t  Big S a l t  Marsh TC 4-22-89 S t a f f o r d  
Mountain P lover  1 p l o v e r  w i t h  deformed EL,JB 4-23-89 Douglas 

b i l l  b e l i e v e d  t o  be of t h i s  s p e c i e s  r e p o r t e d  from C l i n t o n  Res. 
Black-necked S t i l t  2 a t  Per ry  Res. DLS 5-24-89 J e f f e r s o n  
W i l l e t  1 r o a d k i l l  SP, SS 5-15-89 S t a n t o n  
Whimbrel 1 a t  Q u i v i r a  JZ,30+obs. 4-29-89 S t a f f o r d  
Ruddy Turns t o n e  2 a t  n. end T u t t l e  TC,MR,SS 5-20-89 R i l e y  
White-rumped Sandpiper  1 remaining a t  Per ry  DLS 6-18-89 J e f f e r s o n  
Dunlin 3 TC,MR,SS 5-20-89 R i l e y  
S h o r t - b i l l e d  Dowitcher 1 w i t h  o t h e r  s h o r e b i r d s  PJ 4-17-89 Sedgwick 

a t  Nature T r a i l  Area, Lake Afton. 
S h o r t - b i l l e d  Dowitcher 3 i d e n t i f i e d  by c a l l  LJ 5-13-89 R i l e y  

a t  S tockda le  a r e a .  
Red-necked Phalarope 1 male a t  Per ry  Res. DLS 5-27-89 J e f f e r s o n  

L i t t l e  Gul l  1 s t  w i n t e r  b i r d  a long  TC,m.ob= 5-15-89 R i l e y  & 

t h e  dam a t  T u t t l e  Creek f o r  about  5 days. Photos-  t o  5-19-89 P o t t o  

1 b a s i c  plumage P e r r y  DLS 6-03-89 J e f f e r s o n  Common Tern 
































