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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS! Diane Seltman, Membership Secretary

Thanks in part to the efforts of enthusiastic KOS members and also the attractive new
KOS membership brochures, the following persons have joined KOS since May, 1990.

Nadine Abrahams, Newton; Tim Barksdale, Columbia, MO; Mary Butterbrodt, Lawrence;

Mark Corder, Olathe; Jack & Norma Dennett, Oxford; Robert Dester, Newton; Jean Doerr,
Lansing; Francis Durbian III, Emporia; Ann Durham, Fredonia; Ann Ericson, Lawrence;
Bill Evans & Annette Finney, Ithaca, NY; Bob Fisher, Independence, MO; Jonathan Jaffin,
Leavenworth; Kenn Kaufman, Tuscon, AZ; Dale Kennedy & Doug White, Manhattan;

Steve & Mariiyn Koshland, Prairie Village; Michael Laird, Kansas City;

Sr. Jean Wm. Lockett, Leavenworth; Jim Locklear, Hesston; Alan Maccarone, Wichita;
Lorna Manley, Topeka; Linda Mowbray, Topeka; Dan & Terry Mulhern, Manhattan;

John D. Northrup, Wichita; Brian Obermeyer, Eureka; C.J. Ochs, Hays; Dena Podrebarac,
Emporia; Ruth Rahmlow, Liberal; Teresa Rasmussen, Lawrence; Michael Rhodes, Alta Vista;
Carolyn Schwab, Sedgwick; Gary Simonson, Minneapolis, MN; Dr. Walther Thiede,

Koln, West Germany; Vi Thorne, Chanute, KS; Charles Wittenberg, Emporia.

All members are encouraged to distribute these new brochures to interested persons!
The brochures can be obtained, free of charge, from Galen Pittman, R.R.4 Box 260,
Lawrence, KS, 66044 or Diane Seltman, R.R. Box 36, Nekoma, KS, 67559.

Also, just a reminder to send in your 1991 dues to Rose Fritz. Renewal cards were
mailed in November and dues are already rolling in. Thank you for supporting KOS!

KANSAS WINTER BIRDFEEDER SURVEY

The fourth annual Birdfeeder Survey sponsored by the Kansas Department of Wildlife
and Parks and KOS will be conducted January 10 through January 13, 1991. All

KOS members are urged to participate. Participants from last year will be mailed
forms. The forms are also available at regional offices of Kansas Wildlife and Parks.






ple should join. The truth is, we don't give away fancy gizmos as membership
incentives; our publications are not colorful or "high tech"; we don't offer
trips to exotic places, or for that matter, anywhere, very often; and so what
exactly is there to be excited about?

The answer, simply, is the members themselves! We've got a great bunch
of people in this club, and among them, an immense amount of knowledge about
birds, connections that circle the globe, innumerable talents and skills, and
boundless erithusiasm, not to mention friendliness and a willingness to share
what we know that is hard to match. So there it is: Even if we did nothing
but get together twice a year, our very composition is exciting.

Of course, we do a good deal more than that, and I hope to lead us toward
doing even more (and more widely noticeable) good things. Many are already
underway or in the works: We have a new, thoroughly modern and functional
Kansas Bird Records Committee as of the fall meeting (thanks in particular to
Galen Pittman, for his continuing work on this); we have a Rare Bird Hotline
that is easily among the best I've heard anywhere in the country (my special
thanks to Scott Seltman for his tireless efforts, also ongoing); we are making
strong headway toward establishing a Breeding Bird Atlas project in Kansas,
under the continuing leadership of Mick McHugh; we have committed the entire
Amelia Betts Fund to purchasing educational, hands-on bird displays that will
be used widely around the state (thanks especially to Pete Janzen and Bob
Gress); we have committees and funds available to finance student research and
the publication of amateurs' research (the latter funded entirely by royalties
donated by Max Thompson and Charles Ely); our new membership directory, to be
adorned with illustrations by Dan Kilby, is nearing completion (special thanks
also to Diane Seltman); and the list continues well beyond the space I should
take here, for the moment. I and others will address more of our activities
elsewhere in this and future issues.

Elsewhere in this issue, also, I have included a request for assistance
on the several committees through which KOS continues these functions, and
(space permitting) descriptions of the responsibilities of each. If you pos-
sibly can, please contact me or the chair of any committee that interests you,
and volunteer your assistance. We need your help!

Finally, I ask one simple bit of help from every member, but one that can
vastly increase the size and vitality of the Society: Please, please recruit
at least one new member this year! It's so easy to do; just hand a birding
friend our new brochure (copy enclosed) and tell them what a great club it is,
or give a new membership as a gift (this makes a thrilling surprise for a
youngster interested in birds--at least, it did for me, about 22 years ago!),
or simply distribute brochures in places frequented by bird lovers, such as
Audubon or Sierra Club meetings, Christmas Bird Count compilations, libraries,
nature centers, even veterinarians' offices. Be creative!

Good Birding,

Qoed & iy

David E. Seibel
President
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GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW - Russell County. One bird reported by Tom Cannon
at Wilson Reservoir December 26. A second bird was reported the next day
on Wilson CBC Census by Jim and Jean Piland from Lucas Park at Wilson
Reservoir several miles from the first sighting.

CORDILLERAN (WESTERN) FLYCATCHER - Morton County. Four birds September
2, several birders.

STELLER’S JAY - Morton County. Five birds reported by Scott and Diane
Seltman, Lloyd Moore and Greg Griffiths on October 21. First observation
of more than a single in Kansas. Many birders reported one bird at
Elkhart cemetery on October 29.

Haskell County, Satanta. On October 29 Norma Conover and Ellen Rader
observed one bird in Satanta, Haskell County. One bird wintered in
Satanta at Jack and Norma Conover feeder and stayed until at least April
17.

Stevens County, Hugoton. November 4, Lloyd Moore, Scott and Diane
Seltman found one On November 9, Mick McHugh, Galen Pittman and Sebastian
Patti observed four birds in the Hugoton City Park.

Morton County. Six birds were seen by many birders on November 11.

Stanton County. One bird was still in Stanton County for the spring KOS
field trip on May 5 and two remained in Morton County on May 5.
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HONORABLE MENTION

SCRUB JAY - Morton County. Twenty-five plus birds reported by Mark
Corder, Scott and Diane Seltman on September 16.

Seward County. On October 4, 24 birds were reported at Jack Conovers
feedyard.

Haskell County, Satanta. Norma Conover reported one bird on October 4.
Three or four birds fed regularly at Jack and Norma Conovers feeder in
Satanta, Haskell County, from March 24 through April 21.

Morton County. Fourteen birds were seen on October 21 by Greg Griffiths,
Lloyd Moore, Scott and Diane Seltman. Six birds were seen in Morton
County on November 4 by Lloyd Moore, Scott and Diane Seltman. Six were
seen by many birders .in Morton County on November 11. Three birds were
seen in Morton County by Mike Rader and Scott Seltman on December 9.
Fifteen were seen in Morton County on May 5 by many birders (KOS field
trip).

Stevens County, Moscow. Three birds were reported by Mick McHugh, Galen
Pittman and Sebastian Patti. Four birds were seen in Hugoton, Stevens
County, on December 9 by Mike Rader and Scott Seltman. Scott Seltman
reported four birds in Hugoton on February 10.

Kearny County, Lakin. One was reported in Lakin on March 30 by Jane
Holland.

THAYERS GULL - Coffey County. One adult bird at John ‘Redmond Reservoir,
January 21. Reported by Bob Fisher, Lloyd Moore and Mick McHugh.

Pottawatomie County, Tuttle Creek Reservoir. Ted Cable reported one
adult below Tuttle Creek Reservoir on February 25.

Douglas County. David Seibel reported one bird on March 14.

OLIVACEOUS CORMORANT - Cheyenne Bottoms, Barton County. One bird on
April 29 by Scott and Diane Seltman. Other sightings at Cheyenne Bottoms
include one bird on May 4 by Don Haley. One bird on May 29 (observer not
recorded). One bird on June 16 by Scott and Diane Seltman. Several
birds on June 23 by many birders. Two birds on July 21 and 28 by Scott
and Diane Seltman and five birds on August 26 by Scott and Diane Seltman.

Stafford County, Quivira NWR. One bird June 16 by Scott and Diane

Seltman. One bird July 1 by Mike Rader and eight birds July 28 by Scott
Seltman.

Russell County. One bird April 30 by Mike Rader.

Linn County. One bird in May 13 by Scott and Diane Seltman, Dave Bryan,
Mick McHugh and Galen Pittman.
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ANHINGA - Sumner County. Ralph and Mary Wiley, September 16, 1989.

Cherokee County. By Sebastian Patti, Mick McHugh and Lloyd Moore, April
28.

Bourbon County. July 18 by Mark Corder.

COMMON REDPOLL - Finney County, Garden City. Tom and Sara Shane, one or
two birds came to feeder December 9 through February 27 and Garden City,
March 10-11, Leonard and Betty Rich.

Cowley County, Chaplin Nature Center. One bird February 16, Gerald
Wiens.

TRICOLORED HERON - Stafford County, Quivira NWR . One bird June 16 by
Scott and Diane Seltman.

RUFOUS HUMMiNGBIRD - Morton County, Elkhart. August 25, Galen Pittman
and Phil Wedge. ’

Chase County. August 30, Marvin Schwilling.

DUSKY FLYCATCHER - Morton County. August 25, Galen Pittman and Phil
Wedge.

MOUNTAIN CHICKADEE - Morton County. Sightings include one bird October
21 by Scott and Diane Seltman, Lloyd Moore and Greg Griffiths. One bird
November 4 by Lloyd Moore, Scott and Diane Seltman. Five birds November
11 by many birders. Three birds December 9 by Mike Rader and Scott
Seltman. One bird December 10 by Scott Seltman. Thirteen birds were
recorded on Christmas count December 30.

Stevens County sightings. One bird in Hugoton November 9 by Mick McHugh,
Galen Pittman and Sebastian Patti. Two birds in Hugoton December 9 by
Mike Rader and Scott Seltman.

Seward County. One bird at Conover feedlot October 21 by Mike Rader and
one bird along Cimarron River north of Liberal November 11.

Kearny County. One bird in Lakin November 12 by Scott and Diane Seltman.
Stanton County. One bird May 5 on KOS field trip.

LESSER GOLDFINCH - Morton County. Sightings include 20+ birds on
September 16 by Mark Corder, Scott and Diane Seltman. Several on
September 23 by Scott and Diane Seltman. One bird October 15 at Elkhart
cemetery by Sebastian Patti.

Sufficient information was not available to consider (1) Black-chinned
Sparrow, Morton County and {(2) Gray Hawk, Geary County.
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SPRING AND SUMMER ROUNDUP/ March through July 1990/ by Scott Seltman

From border to border and from start to finish the spring migration of 1990 was
universally praised by Kansas birders. This brought to an end a string of dismal
spring seasons that began back in 1986. For four years we endured some very strange
spring weather, (even by Kansas” standards), characterized by incredible swings in the
mercury and bizarre precipitation patterns. Several times very cold weather suppressed
migration for weeks on end only to be followed by heat waves and southerly winds that
sent birds zipping across our state, scarcely casting a downward glance. But last
spring things were much better with winter giving way to summer in a more orderly
fashion. Enough rain and snow fell across Kansas that the "D" word that had dominated
our conversations since the autumn of 1987 had more or less disappeared; although some
scattered areas of dryness persisted the Drought of 1988-1989 was over.

March was quite mild across Kansas and several species challenged early arrival
records with phoebes and swallows in particular pushing their luck. Western Kansas had
snow several days during the first half of April with about 8 inches falling here at
Nekoma on the 5th and several more on the llth, but these storms were so innocuous that
only birds depending exclusively on insects were in any peril. Cool and rainy weather
during the last half of April encouraged many wintering birds to linger but still
allowed others to arrive at the normal times creating a wonderful mixture of northern
birds and neotropical migrants. Never was this more apparent than on April 28, a day
on which Kansas birders recorded upwards of 250 species. Almost 200 were seen in
Barton and Stafford counties alone as about 50 birders scoured the countryside in and
around Cheyenne Bottoms and Quivira. When the Seltmans and Mike Rader stopped for
lunch in Ellinwood after a three hour cruise through The Bottoms (NOT aboard the S.S.
Minnow) we knew we were on a roll when we tallied up 141 species. Other groups from
Manhattan, Emporia, Lawrence and Kansas City were doing just as well. While most
birders seem to associate good spring birding with the warbler waves of early May it
is obviously possible to run up big totals in April provided that waterfowl, shorebird,
raptor and sparrow numbers are high.

Although the KOS Spring Meeting was summarized in the last issue of The Horned Lark
I have included some of the more noteworthy sightings here as well. The good warblers
seen at Elkhart in early May proved to be just a small preview of the excellent flight
of warblers that would be seen across Kansas during the first half of May. Most of the
good birds were as usual seen close to the Missouri border but the Wichita area had a
number of warblers that were definitely away from their normal flight paths and here in
the west there were a few brushes with greatness as well. Birding remained productive
across the state well into June, but about June 20 a record-breaking heat wave seemed
to sweep the slate clean and through the month of July only a few birds of interest
were seen. Well, enough about the weather. Let”s get on to the good stuff.

‘The brief February 4 sighting of a Gyrfalcon in Pawnee County mentioned in the
previous newsletter left a lot of depressed birders in its wake. The notion of having
to wait five or ten or twenty years for another big gray falcon to wander below the
Nebraska line was enough to cause grown men to cry (and I have reason to believe that
some did.) But life is not always cruel and oftentimes we get a second chance. That
second chance came in the form of a second Gyrfalcon seen at Cheyenne Bottoms on March
9 by Marvin Schwilling and Gerald Horak. Within hours of its discovery birders from
all over our state and a few from points more distant all converged on The Bottoms to
see the bird of their dreams. In the fourteen years that I have been birding I have
never seen another single bird generate so much interest or excitement here in Kansas,
with this bird even eclipsing Lake Perry”s Spotted Redshank on the adrenalin scale.
While most rarities that we chase are often very common just a few hundred miles
outside our borders, there is nothing ordinary about a Gyrfalcon anywhere at anytime.
Space does not allow to describe in this column all the human drama that unfolded as
novices and experts alike struggled to add this bird to their 1ife lists. But two
people in particular stick in my memory eight months later and deserve some

commemoration here.
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The Most-Determined Award belongs to a fellow from Fort Worth who happened to be
grazing through the Rare-Bird-Alerts of the central U.S. on Saturday afternoon, March
10 when he came upon the news on our hotline. After hanging up the phone he reportedly
gathered up his things, climbed in his car and drove all night to be at Cheyenne
Bottoms by sunrise. He got the Gyrfalcon on early Sunday morning and then drove 10
hours back home to Ft. Worth. This behavior may seem perfectly mad to most people but
if you live in Texas and want to see a Gyrfalcon it is probably going to involve some
travel and this was an almost sure thing. It would be interesting to know what
relative velocities were maintained on the trip up and the trip back to Fort Worth. My
favorite anecdote involves a certain KOS President who had proclaimed for years to
anyone that would listen that Gyrfalcon was his "Number One Bird". When the Gyrfalcon
was finally refound on Saturday morning the 10th by the Patti party, Sebastian let his
passengers out and returned to fetch the rest of us. Upon our arrival at the outlet
canal where the bird had been discovered we found the two scientists, Pam Rasmussen and
David Seibel, clinically analyzing the falcon”s fieldmarks. But Mick McHugh, who was
more than a little excited, was about a half mile away, running west down U.S. 156 clad
in jeans, a red Mickey Mouse sweatshirt and cap, without a car or any other people in
sight. His wild gesticulations and leaps into the air displayed a level of exuberance
that is rare in people of any age let alone grandfathers. It took Mick at least an
hour to become coherent and it was suppertime when he was reportedly speaking in
sentences again. At the Spring KOS Meeting he had a serious relapse when a "Long-
billed Falcon" was seen flying above a wheat field but since then the recovery has been
going well.

While T am making a little fun here at Mick”s expense I should point out that he was
certainly not the only person a little overwhelmed by the Gyrfalcon. In fact, several
people that I would have thought were thoroughly hardened by decades of birding were
just as excited as the novices. Of the 50-60 observers that managed to see the falcon
before its disappearance on Monday, the Gyrfalcon was a life bird for almost all of
them, even those who had visited the Arctic. And I was surprised at the interest
shown by birders outside of Kansas; several weeks later I was still getting many phone
calls about the bird and my $100 phone bill for outgoing calls in March is small
compared to the many toll calls made to the RBA and our home phone during the same
period. Virtually everyone that traveled to see the Gyrfalcon had success except those
waiting until Tuesday to look for it. One intriguing question about the twin sightings
concerns the origin of these birds. Both were almost certainly blown south by the
incredibly cold weather of December 1989, but where were they in January? Were they in
Texas, a state that has no accepted record for this species? And if two Gyrfalcons
were seen in the lightly populated and lightly birded western half of Kansas, how many
others must have passed through?

Other raptors made news across Kansas as well. The Bald Eagle nest at Clinton
Reservoir was active again and this year produced three fledglings. Time will tell if
these of fspring will return to Clinton or other northeastern lakes to breed. A second
Bald Eagle nest was reported in western Kansas in 1990. This pair constructed their
nest in 1988 and fledged one bird in 1989 meaning that they should at least share
honors with the Clinton pair for raising the first young of the century in our state.
In 1990 the western pair produced one bird again, feeding it a steady diet of prairie
dogs! Although Kansas certainly has its problems with water misuse, toxic waste and so
forth, 1isn”t it great to live in a state where the environment is still basically
healthy and where long extirpated species at least have a shot at returning?

Occasionally a bird comes along that is so strange that it is difficult to even
evaluate. A good example is the GRAY HAWK reported by Dan LaShelle from Milford
Reservoir on April 15. The Gray Hawk was seen by several observers on several
occasions and descriptions of the bird were quite convincing. Unfortunately, no
photographs were taken of the bird resigning it to hypothetical status at best on the
Kansas Checklist. Questions about the bird”s origin have already created lively debate
among ornithologists with most theories involving some sort of human transport. 4 en
Skeptics point to the fact that Gray Hawk is sedentary over much of its range an e
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migratory portion of the population has never been recorded far from the Mexican border
in Arizona, New Mexico or Texas, the only three states that include Gray Hawk on their
checklists. But advocates can point to the fact that the Milford sighting occurred at
the same time that several unusual vagrants from central Mexico were seen in south
Texas, a Red-faced Warbler made it all the way to Loulsiana and Coloradans found two
Dusky-capped Flycatchers and a Bronzed Cowbird. While birding at Palo Duro Canyon near
Amarillo on May 11 Tom and Sara Shane saw a Gray Hawk of their own, perhaps giving
credence to the possibility that a few Gray Hawks did develop wanderlust in April.

Unfortunately, this is the type of bird record that can probably can never be explained
satisfactorily.

House Finches continued to f£ill in the map during the spring months, finally setting
up permanent residence in Manhattan. Why House Finches were so slow to colonize that
particular city is a bit of a mystery. Personally, I think they avoided Manhattan
because they heard it was crawling with Wildcats. House Finches nested for the first
time in Junction City in 1990. Bob LaShelle saw four young birds and two adults at a
birdbath and observed the young begging for food. The Cannons had a pair nest in a
blue spruce in their backyard in Iola, the first conclusive nesting record from .
southeastern Kansas. House Finches were also seen regularly in Kansas City but no nest
has been reported as yet. The origin of all these birds is certainly a source of
controversy. The fact that House Finches arrived in Emporia before Topeka and in
Topeka before Kansas City points toward the western origin theory, but it also seems
that the rapid westward expansion of House Finches across Wisconsin, Iowa and Missouri
could be affecting northeast Kansas as well. At any rate, this species will probably
inhabit all 105 counties in our state by the end of this decade if not sooner.

Most of the following records were taken from the Kansas Rare-Bird-Alert
transcripts. Written bird reports are far superior in accuracy to reports received
over the phone, but few observers apparently appreciate that fact. All of the
following records are subject to review by the Records Committee. Reports for the fall

season, August through November 1990, should be sent to me at R.R. Box 36, Nekoma, KS
67559 as soon as possible.

BIRDING HIGHLIGHTS/ March through July 1990

Common Loon 31 at Lake Perry RR 4-19-90 Jefferson
Common Loon 1 calling during storm at Perry RR 6-14-90 Jefferson
Eared Grebe 2 very early arrivals at Q SS 3-31-90 Stafford
Western Grebe 1 at Big Salt Marsh BVD 4-28-90 Stafford
Western Grebe 1 at Perry Lake DLS 5-19-90 Jefferson
Western Grebe 1 at Big Salt Marsh m.ob. 6-23-90 Stafford
Double-cr. Cormorant 6+ nests on this date at CB SS 4-29-90 Barton
Double-cr. Cormorant 20+ nests on this date S$S,DS 6-16-90 Barton
Double~cr. Cormorant 20 nests at Wolf Creek Cooling Lake LM 7-12-90 Coffey
Olivaceous Cormorant 1 at CB SS,DS 4-29-90 Barton
Olivaceous Cormorant 1 at Wilson Wildlife Area MR 4-30-90 Russell
Olivaceous Cormorant 1 at CB DHa 5-04-90 Barton
Olivaceous Cormorant 1 at MDC SS,m.ob. 5-12-90 Linn
Olivaceous Cormorant 3 at CB SS 5-29-90 Barton
Olivaceous Cormorant 1 at Big Salt Marsh §S,DS 6-16-90 Stafford
Olivaceous Cormorant 4 at CB m.ob. 6-23-90 Barton
Olivaceous Cormorant 1 at MDC GP,PW 6-30-90 Linn
Olivaceous Cormorant 1 at CB SS 7-28-90 Barton
Olivaceous Cormorant 8 at Big Salt Marsh SS 7-28-90 Stafford
Anhinga 1 ne. of Riverton SP,LM,MM 4-28-90 Cherokee
Anhinga 1 U.S. 69 2 mi. s. Linn Co. MC 7-19-90 Bourbon
Least Bittern 1 calling at Perry WMA DLS 7-01-90 Jefferson
Tricolored Heron 1 adult at Big Salt Marsh ss,DS 2-;?-33 i?afford
White-faced Ibis 48 at MDC, Unit F-2 DB =21~ Linn
White-faced Ibis T adult at Perry WMA DLS: 4-22-90 Jefferson



Tundra Swan
Snow Goose
Ross” Goose
Ross” Goose
Ross” Goose
Ross” Goose
Cinnamon Teal
Greater Scaup
Greater Scaup
Greater Scaup
Oldsquaw

Black Scoter

Red-breasted Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser

Mississippi Kite
Mississippi Kite
Osprey

Osprey

Osprey

Osprey

Bald Eagle

Bald Eagle
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper”s Hawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk
Swainson”s Hawk
Ferruginous Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Eagle
Peregrine Falcon
Peregrine Falcon
Peregrine Falcon
-Peregrine Falcon
Peregrine Falcon
Peregrine Falcon
Peregrine Falcon

Gyrfalcon

Prairie Falcon
Black Rail
Black Rail
Black Rail
Black Rail
Yellow Rail

Whooping Crane

Snowy Plover
Semipalmated Plover
Piping Plover
Piping Plover
Piping Plover
Piping Plover
Piping Plover
Piping Plover
Mountain Plover
American Avocet

along I-70 at Gorham sink
still at MDC

at Q

at Lake McKinney

still present at CB

at Liberal through summer

0+ males many with mates at CB
males on Smith Lake at Q

on Elkhart sewer ponds

at MDC, Unit A

N = — W s~

still present

male at Shawnee Fishing Lake
on Lone Star Lake

at Lake Wabaunsee

soaring over Overland Park
imm. sw. of Junction City

at Wilson Lake

at Wilson Lake

at Perry Lake

at Perry WMA

HFR O RPN WHERODWWRN W

palr produced 3 young at Clinton

palr produced 1 young
l well seen 15 miles sw. Gove
1 at state park headquarters

probable nesting in Unit B at MDC

1 at Camp Horizon
5 over Garden City
very early arrival
pair produced two young

at Clinton St. Park sewer ponds

1l very late bird 8 mi. n, Hill City SS

pair produced two young

at Park City sewage lagoons
adult at Perry WMA

at Big Salt Marsh

at CB

at Q

at Wilson Lake

at Big Salt Marsh

gray-phase imm. seen by about

60 observers

1 along I-35 near Lebo

heard at 11AM

at Q with one in plain sight
heard at Q

heard at 9AM

flushed twice at East Lassiter
Marsh w. of Valley Falls.

3 at Quivira left at sunrise and
were seen in South Dakota in aft
1l early arrival at CB

500 at Big Salt Marsh

at Kaw Valley Fish Farm

at n. end of Big Salt Marsh
at Gun Club

at Wilson Wildlife Area

at Big Salt Marsh

D= WM -~

== Wwun

—_ N W W

4 seen at KOS Spring Meeting

1 record (?) early arrival at CB

MR,ER 3-17-90
GP,PW 6-30-90
MR, SS 3-03-90
T&SSh 4-22-90
DV,FV 5~-16-90
SS 5-26-90
SS 3-31~-90
MR, SS 3-03-90
MR, SS 4-14-90
PW,GP 4-21-90
DvS 3~14-90
GP 4~14-90
BL 4-~04-90
PW,MW 3-31-90
DLS 3-17-90
DB 6-29-90
DLS 7-04~-90
MR 4-30-90
MR 6-25-90
RR 7-13-90
DLS 7-14-90
m.0b.
m.ob.
SS 6-09-90
MR 7-02-90
LM,m.ob. April 90
PJ,JN 5-10-90
T&SSh 4-30-90
DS 3-15-90
SS
5=-17-90
m.ob.
PJ 3-03-90
DLS 3-18-90
m.ob. 4-28-90
m.ob. 4-28-90
LM,m.0b. 5-06-90
MR 5-13-90
DV,FV 5-16-90
MS,GH 3-09-90
to 3-12-90
BB 3-15-90
BVD 4-28-90
DH,LH 5-06-90
LM,MR,SS 5-19-90
SP,LM,MM,GP 6-24-90
RR 4-28-90
Staff 4-09-90
ernoon!
DL,JM 3-13-90
DB,LB 5-07-90
RR 4-13-90
DM 4-23-90
MS 4-28-90
MR 4-30-90
GP 5-08-90
MM 5-12-90
m.ob. 5-05-90
SS 3-07-90
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Russell
Linn
Stafford
Kearny
Barton
Seward
Barton
Stafford
Morton
Linn
Douglas
Douglas
Shawnee
Douglas
Wabaunsee
Johnson
Geary
Russell
Russell
Jefferson
Jefferson
Douglas
Hodgeman
Gove
Russell
Linn
Cowley
Finney
Pawnee
Hodgeman
Graham
Hodgeman
Sedgwick
Jefferson
Stafford
Barton
Stafford
Russell
Stafford
Barton

Coffey
Stafford
Stafford
Stafford
Stafford
Jefferson

Stafford

Barton
Stafford
Douglas
Stafford
Barton
Russell
Stafford
Linn
Morton
Barton
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Whimbrel
Whimbrel
Whimbrel
Hudsonian Godwit
Hudsonian Godwit
Marbled Godwit
Marbled Godwit
Marbled Godwit
Marbled Godwit
Red Knot

White-rumped Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper

Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Buff-breasted Sandpiper

Ruff

Ruff
Short=-billed
Short-billed
Short-billed
Short-billed
Short-billed Dowitcher
Short-billed Dowitcher
Red-necked Phalarope
Red-necked Phalarope
Laughing Gull

Laughing Gull

Thayer”s Gull

Caspian Tern

Caspian Tern

Common Tern

Common Tern

Common Tern

Common Tern

Greater Roadrunner
Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl

Dowitcher
Dowitcher
Dowitcher
Dowitcher

2 at Big Salt Marsh
unknown number
5 at Big Salt Marsh
350 at CB
3000-5000 in Pool 2 at CB
16 at Kaw Valley Fish Farm
30 at CB
42 at Wilson Wildlife Area
flock of 100 along Redwing Dike
flock of 83, many in alternate
plumage. Absent the next day.
4 at CB
1 very early at CB
1 at Big Salt Marsh
1 following tractor
male with short bicolored bill,

large eye ring, white on face, dark flecking

same bird still present DH,HJ,m.0b.
female at Big Salt Marsh LM, MR, SS
1 at CB MR

20 at CB SS,MR

2 at Wilson Wildlife Area MR

1 along Redwing Dike DV,FV

1 at Q LM,MR,SS
1 at MDC LM

3 at Big Salt Marsh DV,FV

4 at Big Salt Marsh LM,MR,SS
1 seen with Franklin“s SP

l in 2nd summer plumage MI,BE
lst winter imm. eating bread DvS

1 at Melvern LM

1 at Wyandotte Co. Lake LM

1 adult at Perry WMA DLS

2 at Q : m.ob.

1 at Q MR

2 at Q MI,BE

1 in Wichita backyard fide DK
l at Wilson Wildlife Area MR

1 seen repeatedly s. Nekoma SS,DS

nesting confirmed 4 n., 1 w. Rozel

GP

MM
DR,m.o0b.
SSs,DS
SS,DS,MR
GP

MR

MR

DHa
LM,MR,SS

MR

- 88

JZ,m.ob.
SS
B&RH

SS

5-08-90
5-12-90
5-19-90
4-21-90
4-28-90
4-12-90
4-15-90
4-30-90
5-04-90
5-19-90

4-15-90
3-11-90

4-28-90

7-29-90
4-23-90

Stafford
Linn
Stafford
Barton
Barton
Douglas
Barton
Russell
Barton
Stafford

Barton
Barton
Stafford
Pawnee
Barton

on breast.

4-28-90
5-19-90
4-21-90
4-28-90
4-30-90
5-16-90
5-19-90
7-15-90
5-16-90
5-19-90
6-03-90
7-06-90
3-14-90
7-12-90
7-13-90
6-17-90

7-01-90
7-06-90
7-10-90

5-=13-90
June 90
7-01-90

Barton
Stafford
Barton
Barton
Russell
Barton
Stafford
Linn
Stafford
Stafford
Seward
Stafford
Douglas
Osage
Wyandotte
Jefferson
Stafford
Stafford
Stafford
Sedgwick
Russell
Rush
Pawnee

(After being dive bombed by an adult along an abandoned road, I walked out into
an ungrazed pasture still being harassed by the parent.
young birds were heard as the adult passed but it was getting dark and I did

not want to disturb the nest.

Ladder-backed Woodpecker

Western Wood—-Pewee
Western Wood-Pewee
Eastern Phoebe
Purple Martin

Cliff Swallow
Steller”s Jay
Steller”s Jay
Steller”s Jay
Steller”s Jay
Steller”s Jay
Scrub Jay
Scrub Jay
Scrub Jay

1 at Boy Scout area

1 at Bear Creek

3 singing birds at N. Fork

1l near Lenora very early for nw.

1 over Winfield (several inches

of snow on the ground)

30 early arrivals Hell Creek Bridge
1 in Satanta through April

along Bear Creek by KOS

at river bridge by KOS

still in Satanta

1 in Lakin reportedly wintered

[

MR, SS
Sp
SP
SS
MT

MR
J&NC
MS
SP,SS
m.o0b.

- J&NC

JH

about 10 seen at KOS Spring Meeting m.ob.

3 along Bear Creek by KOS

m.ob.

4-14-90
6-01-90
6-02-90
3-22-90
3-02-90

4-03-90

Spring 90

4-10-90
5-05-90
5-06-90
5-06-90
3-30-90
5-05-90
5-05-90

Begging calls of

A juvenile was seen near the nest site on

Morton
Stanton
Morton
Norton
Cowley

Russell
Haskell
Morton
Stanton
Morton
Haskell
Kearny
Morton
Stanton



Scrub Jay

FISH CROW

FISH CROW
Black-capped Chickadee
Mountain Chickadee
Sedge Wren

WESTERN BLUEBIRD
Mountain Bluebird
Townsend”s Solitaire
Townsend”s Solitaire
Gray-cheeked Thrush
Sprague”s Pipit
Sprague”s Pipit
Solitary Vireo
Yellow~throated Vireo
Philadelphia Vireo
Blue-winged Warbler
Golden-winged Warbler
Virginia“s Warbler

(This species is a common to occasionally abundant migrant along the
front range near Trinidad, Colorado

2 still in Satanta J&NC

1 along Spring River n. Galena SP,LM,MM
20 along Spring River SP,LM,MM,GP
1 at N. Fork by KOS m.ob.

1 along Bear Creek by KOS m.ob.
20+ w. edge of Big Salt Marsh SSs,DS

1l male seen near Boy Scout area MS

100+ at Cedar Bluff SS

1l late bird near Camp Aldrich ??

1 late bird at Q GP,PW,DvS,PR
2 n. Elkhart Cem. by KOS m.ob.

1 at Perry WMA DLS

1 Ss

1 “plumbeous” race by KOS SS,m.ob.
1 at Work Station during KOS m.ob.

1 at CB campground; scarce in west DB,LB

1 near MDC LM

1 in Mission Hills MM

2 n. Elkhart Cem. day after KOS m.ob.

is rarely seen in Kansas.)

Chesnut-sided Warbler
Magnolia Warbler

Cape May Warber
Black=th. Blue Warbler
Townsend”s Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler

Yellow-throated Warbler

Yellow-throated Warbler
Yellow-throated Warbler

Bay-breasted Warbler
Cerulean Warbler
Cerulean Warbler

Black-and-White Warbler

American Redstart
Worm—-eating Warbler
Worm—eating Warbler

Worm—eating Warbler
Louisiana Waterthrush
Hooded Warbler
Hooded Warbler
Hooded Warbler
Western Tanager
Lazuli Bunting
Canyon Towhee
Cassin”s Sparrow
Rufous-cr. Sparrow
Lark Bunting
Baird“s Sparrow

Lincoln“s Sparrow
McCown”s Longspur
Orchard Oriole
Northern Oriole

House Finch
House Finch

1 in Sim Park PJ
1 n. Elkhart Cem. by KOS m.ob.
1 fem. at Ft. Leavenworth DB
1 male seen and heard Bertram Park PW
1 n. Elkhart Cem. m.ob.
1 in Oak Park PJ
2 along Mill Creek at S.M.Park DB,LB,SS,DS
1 singing bird at Milford DLS
same bird still present DLS
1 at Ft. Leavenworth Bottomland JS
5 at Ft. Leavenworth CH
1 at Work Station during KOS SS
1 at Ft. Leavenworth CH
1 at MDC CH,LM
1 early arrival in Russell JH
1 singing in Larned SS
2 at Ft. Leavenworth CH
1 n. Elkhart Cem. during KOS E&EL,JB
bird seen by most Spring Meeting birders
1 in Oak Park PJ
1 early arrival at Ft. Leavenworth JS
1l female n. Elkhart Cem. during KOS m.ob.
1 in Oak Park PJ
1 female in Antioch Park SS
1 male at Elkhart ?2?
1l singing male at Perry DLS
1 at Pt. of Rocks MR, SS
several singing birds MR, SS
1l singing at Point of Rocks PL,SF
1 very early arrival at CB SP
1l under vehicle at prairie chicken MS
blind during Spring KOS Meeting
1 late bird on Bear Creek SP
1 flushed from dike at Q SS,DS
first arrivals at MDC LM
first arrivals at MDC LM
being seen daily in Manhattan DR
being seen daily in Wamego DR

5-06-90
4-28-90
7-28-90
5-05-90
5-05-90
4-21-90
4-11-90
3~17-90
4-28-90
4-29-90
5-06-90
4-15-90
5-17-90
5-06-90
5-05-90
5-07-90
7-22-90
5-07-90
5-07-90

[Dan Bridges, pers. comm.] but

5-09-90
5-06-90
5-12-90
4-27-90
5-06-90
5-09-90
5-12-90
4-11-90
4-21-90
4-28-90
4-28-90
5-06-90
4-28-90
5-13-90
4-08-90
6-14-90
4-28-90
5-05-90
5-06-90
5-09-90
4-03-90
5-06-90
5-09-90
5-12-90
5-07-90
5-13-90
4-14-90
4-14~90
6-13-90
3-10-90
5-06-90

6-01-90
4-21-90
4-22-90
4-22-90
Spring 90
Spring 90
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Stanton
Cherokee
Cherokee
Morton
Stanton
Stafford
Morton
Trego
Barton
Stafford
Morton
Jefferson
Norton
Morton
Morton
Barton
Linn
Johnson
Morton

Sedgwick
Morton
Leaven.
Douglas
Morton
Sedgwick
Johnson
Geary
Geary
Leaven.
Leaven.
Morton
Leaven.
Linn
Russell
Pawnee
Leaven.
Morton
Morton
Sedgwick
Leaven.
Morton
Sedgwick
Johnson
Morton
Jefferson
Morton
Morton
Morton
Barton
Morton

Stanton
Stafford
Linn
Linn
Riley
Pottawat.
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House Finch nesting in Iola TomC June 90 Allen:
House Finch nesting in Junction City BLS June 90 Geary
Pine Siskin several pairs building nests MR, SS 4-14-90 Morton
in Elkhart Cemetery. Abandoned later. i
Pine Siskin several still at feeder SS 5-28-90 Rush
Pine Siskin several still at feeder in Wilson MR June 90 Ellsworth
Common Redpoll 1 at Garden City feeder L&BR 3-10-90 Finney
Evening Grosbeak flock at Sedgwick Co. Zoo ES,JY 4-05-90 Sedgwick
EXOTICS
Gray Partridge 2 at country club s. Garden City T&SSh 4-29-90 Finney
Chukar flock of 7 s. Sublette GP 3-01-90 Seward

(Gray Partridge and Chukar were reportedly released in numbers at a
"controlled shooting area" in Haskell County. These birds understandably
hit the ground running.)

Ringed Turtle-Dove pair nesting in artificial plant  E&EL 4-20-90 Shawnee
back porch of 1225 Cornwall in Topeka.

LIST OF OBSERVERS: Bill Brecheisen (BB), Dave Bryan (DB), Linda Bryan (LB), Tom Cannon
(TomC), Jack & Norma Conover (J&NC), Mark Corder (MC), Beverly Evans (BE), Shawneen
Finnegan (SF), Don Haley (DHa), Dave Hedges (DH), Linda Hedges (LH), Bev & Ruth Hodges
(B&RH), Jane Holland (JH), Gerald Horak (GH), Maxey Irwin (MI), Pete Janzen (PJ), Hugh
Jeffries (HJ), Dan Kilby (DK), Bob LaShelle (BLS), Dan LaShelle (DLS), Bob Lawson (BL),
David Leatherman (DL), Paul Lehman (PL), Eugene & Eulalia Lewis (E&EL), Joe Mammoser
(M), Mick McHugh (MM), Lloyd Moore (LM), Dan Mulhearn (DM), John Northrup (JN),
Sebastian Patti (SP), Galen Pittman (GP), Ellen Rader (ER), Mike Rader (MR), Pam
Rasmussen (PR), Leonard & Betty Rich (L&BR), Dave Rintoul (DR), Richard Rucker (RR),
John Schukman (JS), Marvin Schwilling (MS), David Seibel (DvS), Diane Seltman (DS),
Scott Seltman (SS), Tom & Sara Shane (T&SSh), Eddie Stegall (ES), Max Thompson (MT),
Beverly Van Dyke (BVD), Don Vannoy (DV), Fran Vannoy (FV), Margaret Wedge (MW), Phil
Wedge (PW), Joan Yoder (JY), John Zimmerman (JZ). Q = Quivira NWR, CB = Cheyenne
Bottoms, MDC = Marals Des Cynes WMA.

KANSAS RARE-BIRD-ALERT 913-329-4499

The Kansas Rare-Bird-Alert received 193 calls in August, 238 in September, 224 in
October and 269 in November 1990. During the same period the tape was updated 40 times
with the printed text filling 18 pages. Thirty calls were received on 9/23, the date
that the number was mentioned in the Wichita Eagle. The operating fund comprised of
donations solicited last spring has been depleted. If the RBA has been instrumental in
adding birds to your life or state list, you might consider sending a contribution to
KOS Treasurer Rose Fritz. Operating costs for the hotline are currently running at
about five cents per call. Frequent callers who wish to leave a message without
listening to the entire announcement can skip ahead to the beep by hitting "5" on a
touch~tone phone. Keep those calls coming!

NOTICE FOR ALL K0S MEMRERS:

Roger snd Jan Boyd are leading a 1l day nature tour to
Costa Rica 20 July throurh 2 Aur. Cost 1s %1200 rlus air
fare, Call 913-594-3172 or write 520 Third St, Ealdwin City,
Ks 66006 for details. Must register ty Yarch 1. This will
te a trip of a lifetime, plan to join us.





