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This newsletter is printed on recycled paper. 

KANSAS NESTING EAGLE SURVEY 

The Prairie Raptor Project has this year contracted with the Kansas Epartment of VJildiife 
& Parks to provide accurate information on any anl all eagle nests (active or abanacned) 
located within the state. Please call (913) 225-6787 or vrite to the address below to 
provide information that is pertinent to this project. All information trill be ccnfidential 
and used only for protection of the birds and their habitat. 

The Prairie Raptor Project 
12660 W. Armstrong Road 
Broolwille, KS. 67425 
Maure Weicjel, Director 

MEETINGS UPDATE 

Informzticn for the sprins 1931 meeting, aloncj with a registration form are inclu-ded 
else~here in this newsletter. Please note that there is a change for the fall meetin5 
from the customary October dates. The fall meeting will be held at St. Nary's Collese 
in Leavenworth cn September 21-22. Tne change in dates was required because of the 
schedules for the facilities. Persons wishing to present papers at this meeting should 
especially make note of these dates. 

PREVIEW OF THE JUNE NEWSLETTER 

Information for the June newsletter should be provided to the editor by June i ,  1991. 
Articles intended to be included in that issue include stories of the respective "bic; 
years" experienced in 1990 respectively by Galen Pittrnan and Steve Crawford. Also 
intended to be included are the usual seasonal bird reports. 



KBRC RULES 

In this issue of the Horned Lark you will find a copy of the 
Kansas Bird Records Committee (KBRC) "new" procedural ~ u l e s  that 
were voted on and accepted by the KBRC and the KOS ~ o a r d  of 
Directors at the 1 9 9 0  Fall Meeting. Also included is a full size 
report form for submitting unusual bird sightings. Feel free to 
copy this form and distribute it to any interested partles you 
encounter. 

The KBRC needs the support and especially the partlcipatlon 
of all active birders that observe rare or unusual blrds in the 
state of Kansas. The need to "document" the occurrence of 
unusual bird species is very important to improving the quality 
of our knowledge of Kansas birds. Since one of the goals of the 
KBRC is to help establish and maintain a n ~ g h  standard of docu- 
mentation for bird records, it is essentlai that the committee 
operate with a high degree of "professionalism" when records are 
evaluated for their validity. To be able to properly evaluate 
sightings, wrltten documentation must be submitred by fleld 
observers to establish the facts and circumstances surrounding 
the record. In add~tron, a wrltten record can be accurately 
reproduced and archived for the benefit of any present or future 
investigators who wlsh to independently evaiuate the data. To 
rely on "hearsay" or strictly verbal reports of sightings is 
notoriously inaccurate and nearly impossible to verliy and 
archive. Even if there was irrefutable physicai evlaence to 
support the occcrrence of a particular species, there would stl!l 
need to be documentation included that would establish the tlme 
and place and other circumstances of the sighting. 

Some pvtentiai contributors might shy away from suSmittlng 
detailed written documentation because of the feeling that tr-eir 
"word" shouid be all that is needed to "accept" a record as 
valid. The purpDse of the KBRC is not to "judge" the observers 
submitting the reccrds, but to evaluate the evlcesce that 1s 
presented to support the sighting. If th2 documentation sub- 
mitted is poor tke record 1s l i ~ ~ l y  to be relected! The observer 
1s assumed to be prescntlng the true faccs and chus the beclsior! 
to accept or re3ect the record should be basec 03 the scientific 
merits of the evid3nce provided. An observer might cnlnk tney 
have seen a rare species, but perhaps didn't realize that the 
criteria they wer? using to identify that species wasn't s ~ f f i -  
cient to "rule 0 1 : t "  a similar one or that they xere jcst mis- 
taken. The comrr.l=:ee can't ;us: reiy on the gooC in:en::ons of 
the observers. we must be as objective as posslbie and let the 
submitted facts r 2 e a k  for themselves. 

Other potentla; cortributors m g h t  shy  aKay frzm sxbm:tt=ris 
records because :ts j u t  too much work or they don't have the 
time. The commit--e.e aeeds your help to expand ar,d Improve our 
"database" of Kar~sas birds. Ultimately, zne co~nlttee needs vo,ir 
records to further advance our "wozklng" knowledge of the cis- 
tribution of Kansa~, birds and to make the XOS Checklist of the 
Birds of Kansas as up-to-date as possible. Finally, if your cot 

, - 
sure 1: a sl~.-.?.l:.q 3i.3;;ia Le s u 3 m l ~ t e i . i .  ,!>nta~= any - . --'- : . -  - .; - - - 
the conun~ctee ac- set tneir o ~ i n ~ o c .  


























