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The f a l l  meeting of t h e  ROS f o r  1963 w a s  he ld  a t  ~ i r w i n  
National  Wi ld l i fe  Refuge, P h i l l i p s  Co., on September 29. 
We f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a good tu rnou t  of members, 
i n  view of t h e  d i s t ance  t h a t  had t o  be t r a v e l e d  by most. 
The meeting was met by t h e  co ldes t  weather of t h e  sea- 
son but by mid-morning t h e  temperature had crawled UP 
t o  a comfortable l e v e l .  The fol lowing i s  a l i s t  of 
b i r d s  observed: Eared Grebe, p i ed -b i l l ed  Grebe, Double- 
c r e s t e d  Cormorant, Great  Blue Heron, Canada Goose, Mal- 
l a r d ,  Gadwall, P i n t a i l ,  Green-winged Teal ,  Blue-winged 
Teal ,  Shoveler, Baldpate,  Ruddy Duck, Red-tai led Hawk, 
Swainson Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, Marsh Hawk, Osprey, 
Sparrow Hawk, Grea te r  P r a i r i e  Chicken, Bobwhite, Ring- 
necked Pheasant,  American Coot, Ki1183err, Leas t  Sand- 
p iper ,  Avocet, Ring-bi l led Gul l ,  F rank l in  Gu l l ,  F o r e s t e r  
Tern, Rock Dove, Mourning Dove, Great  Horned O w l ,  Com- 
mon Nighthawk, Chimney Swif t ,  Bel ted Kingf i sher ,  Yellow- 
shaf ted  F l i c k e r ,  Red-shafted F l i c k e r ,  Red-bell ied Wood- 
pecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Horned Lark, 
Rough-winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, Blue Jay,  Common 
Crow, Black-bi l led Magpie, Black-capped Chickadee, Tuf- 
t e d  Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, Robin, Ruby- 
crowned King le t ,  Loggerhead Shrike,  S t a r l i n g ,  Orange- 
crowned Warbler, Nashvi l le  Warbler, Bay-breasted War- 
b l e r ,  House Sparrow, We s t e r n  Meadowlark, Red-winged 
Blackbird,  Common Grackle,  Brown-headed Cowbird, Amer- 
ican  Goldfinch, Rufous-sided Towhee, Savannah Sparrow, 
Vesper Sparrow, Slate-colored Junco, Leconte Sparrow, 
Clay-colored Sparrow, Lincoln Sparrow, Song Sparrow 

Some of t h e  spec ie s  we cons ider  t o  be win te r  v i s i t a n t s  
a r e  a l r e a d y  moving i n t o  t h e  s t a t e .  M r .  E. Lewis from 
Keats,  found a Red C r o s s b i l l  on August 29. P h i l  Wells, 
of t h e  Botany Department a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Kansas, 
s a w  a small f l o c k  nea r  t h e  c a r i l l o n  on September 25. 
The Red-breasted Nuthatch appeared on t h e  KU campus 
around September 20. The warb le r  migra t ion  a t  Law- 
rence has  been poor so fa r  t h i s  yea r ,  and now some of 
t h e  l a t e r  migrants  a r e  coming i n ;  it looks  as if we 
won't g e t  much more. The shoreb i rd  migra t ion  was a l s o  
t h i n  i n  t h i s  a r ea .  J i m  Ris ing  and Ted Anderson s a w  
two Sander l ings  a t  Lakeview, new Lawrence, i n  e a r l y  
September. 

Again it i s  t h a t  time of yea r  when t h e  r i g h t  cond i t ions  
a r e  occas iona l ly  presen t  t o  cause migra t ing  b i r d s  t o  
c ra sh  i n t o  TV towers and i n t o  ce i lometers  a t  a i r p o r t s .  
The KBNU r a d i o  tower a t  Lawrence ( r e c e n t l y  r a i s e d  t o  
600') took a t o l l  of e i g h t  b i r d s  on September 25. 
L. B e  ( ~ u c k )  Carson checked t h e  towers a t  Topeka and 
found only one dead Yellow Warbler a t  t h e  WIBW TV 
tower but upon checking the  newer and h igher  tzwer a t  
Kaple Hill, 16 miles west  o f  Topeka, t hey  found 50 



dead b i r d s  of a t  l e a s t  20 s p e c i e s .  Some of t h e  b i r d s  
were badly  decomposed. The Lawrence and Topeka tower  
k i l l s  t h i s  y e a r  added s e v e r a l  b i r d s  t o  t h e  l i s t  of 
t h o s e  tha t  have h i t  t o w e r s  i n  Kansas* You people  who 
l i v e  n e a r  T V  towers ,  such as Hutchinson and Wichi ta ,  
have a ready  source  of m i g r a t i o n  d a t a  and should t a k e  
advantage  of  it. The o n l y  specimen r e c o r d  of t h e  Con- 
n e c t i c u t  Varb le r  from Kansas was t a k e n  i n  t h e  b i g  k i l l  
a t  Topeka i n  1954. The Museum of N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  a t  
KU would be happy t o  h e a r  abou t  any l a r g e  B i l l s  as 
soon as p o s s i b l e  a f t e r  it happens so  t h a t  t h e  b i r d s  
can  be p rocessed  b e f o r e  decomposi t ion.  

Each f a l l  S c i s s o r - t a i l e d  F l y c a t c h e r s  f a n  o u t  from 
t h e i r  e s t a b l i s h e d  b r s e d i n g  range  and t u r n  up i n  o t h e r -  
wise  marg ina l  l o c a l i t i e s .  Recent  s i g h t  r e c o r d s  from 
Kansas i n c l u d e  two i n  Marshall County around Septem- 
b e r  25 and s e v e r a l  i n  P h i l l i p s  and Jewel1 c o u n t f e s ~ ~ n  
September 29. 

R. F, Johns ton  i s  p r e p a r i n g  once a g a i n  t o  d e p a r t  Law- 
r e n c e  t o  c o l l e c t  House Sparrows ( p r o j e c t  l o c a l l y  known 
as Coals  t o  ~ e w c a s t l e ) ,  t h i s  t ime i n  Quebec, A l b e r t a ,  
and Br i t i sh  Columbia. R. M. Mengel i s  soon t o  r e t u r n  
from a t r i p  t o  t h e  montane west ;  he  r e p o r t s  t h e  f i s h i n g  
i s  so-so. 

S t u d i e s  on b i r d s  a t  t h e  Museum a t  K U  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l -  
lowing: b e h a v i o r a l  s t u d i e s  on V i r e o s  ( J o n  ~ a r l o w ) ,  
l e a r n i n g  a b i l i t i e s  of  House Sparrows (Margare t  Gross )  , 
p o p u l a t i o n  ecology of E a s t  e r n  Phoebes (Erwin  laa as), 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among c e r t a i n  s o n g b i r d s  ( Sanford Lef f l e r ) ,  
b e h a v i o r  of Tree  Sparrows ( ~ o h n  ~ e w m a n ) ,  l o c a l  d i f -  
f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  p h y s i o l o g i c  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  House Spar- 
r o w s ( ~ a r y  Packard)  , r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  t h e  Caprimulgi- 
formes ( ~ a r i o n  P h i l l i p s ) ,  and t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  p o s i t i o n  
of t h e  Bald-headed Wood S h r i k e  (Max C. ~ h o m p s o n ) .  

This i s  t h e  f i r s t  of t h e  N e w s l e t t e r s  t o  a p p e a r  and t h e  
e d i t o r s  would l i k e  t o  i n v i t e  a l l  of  you t o  send i n  
your  n o t e s  and news f o r  t h e  November number b e f o r e  Octo-• 
b e r  25. The N e w s l e t t e r  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  January ,  Febru- 
a r y ,  A p r i l ,  May, : 'October  and. November. Without your  
n o t e s  and news, we w i l l  n o t  have much t o  pu t  o u t  so 
send them i n  today.  --Max C ,  Thompson, A s s i s t a n t  Ed i to r - -  

Grea t  Blue Heron, E a s t e r n  Kingb i rd ,  Ba l t imore  O r i o l e  


