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HOUSE BILL NO. 1090 PASSEC ANI! SIGNEI! BY GOVERNOR 

A major milestone was passed i n  bird conservat ion i n  Kansas as t h e  Governor signed i n t o  law t h e  
b i l l  t o  p r o t e c t  hawks and owls i n  Kansas. The following is how t h e  b i l l  readsr 

"Be it enacted by t h e  Legis la ture  of t h e  S t a t e  of Kansas, Sec t ion  1. K.S.A. 1970 Supp. 32-156 
is hereby amended t o  read as fol lows:  32-156. It shall be unlawful f o r  any person o r  persons 
within t h e  s t a t e  of Kansas, a t  any time, un le s s  and except as permitted by r e e l a t i o n s  made as 
provided i n  t h i s  a c t ,  t o  hunt, shoot,  t ake ,  k i l l ,  o r  ca t ch  o r  have i n  h i s  o r  h e r  possession,  
l i v i n g  o r  dead, any w i l d  bird o r  b i rds ,  o r  purchase, s e l l  o r  o f f e r  o r  expose f o r  sale any 
such w i l d  b i rds .  No p a r t  of t h e  sk in ,  plumage o r  body of any b i rd  protected by l a w  shall be 
sold o r  kept  i n  possession f o r  sale, i r r e s p e c t i v e  of whether said bird was captured o r  k i l l e d  
within o r  without t h e  s t a t e .  It shall be unlawful f o r  any person o r  persons i n  t h e  S t a t e  of 
Kansas, a t  any time, un les s  and except as permitted by r e g u l a t i o n s  made as provided i n  t h i s  
a c t ,  t o  hunt, shoot,  t a k e  o r  at tempt t o  t ake ,  ca t ch  o r  k i l l ,  pursue, e n t r a p  o r  ensnare any 
game b i r d s  commonly known as geese, b ran t ,  and wild r i v e r  o r  sea ducks, any rail, p lover ,  o r  
snipe,  doves, q u a i l ,  grouse, p r a i r i e  chicken, chukar pa r t r idge ,  Hungarian p a r t r i d g e  o r  
p h e a a n t r  Provided, That t h i s  a c t  shall not  prevent  any person from k i l l i n g  o r  possessing 
crows, s t a r l i n g s  and Ehglish and European sparrow1 And provided f u r t h e r ,  That nothing in 
t h i s  a c t  shall be construed t o  prevent  t h e  possession and sale of  l i v e  c a n a r i e s  and p a r r o t s t  
And provided fu r the r r  That persons holding game breeders '  permits  who are owners of domestic 
pheasants, a f t e r  t h e  owner o r  owners have first offered t h e  su rp lus  b i r d s  t o  t h e  f o r e s t r y ,  
f i s h  and game commission a t  t h e  p reva i l ing  market p r i c e s ,  and i n  t h e  event  t h e  f o r e s t r y ,  
f i s h  and game commission shall not  purchase sa id  su rp lus  pheasants,  are pr iv i leged  t o  of fer  
t h e  same f o r  sale f o r  breeding purposes o r  f o r  e a t i n g  purposes..........Notwithstanding a n y  
provision of t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  cont rary  o r  of any o t h e r  provis ion  of l a w  t o  t h e  cont rary ,  
it s h a l l  be lawful  t o  exterminate crows, s t a r l i n g s ,  English and European sparrows and 
pigeons which have be-nme o r  may become s a n i t a t i o n  nuisances,  h e a l t h  hazards o r  d e s t r u c t i v e  
t o  property o r  growing crops." 

REPORT OF MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 

K.O.S. membershin f o r  1970, as reported at  t h e  annual meeting, showed a n  all-t ime-high t o t a l  
of 325. This  included t h r e e  l i f e  members paid i n  f u l l  and f o u r  p a r t l y  paid. Sus ta in ing  
members t o t a l e d  101, 23 more than  t h e  previous high. There were 197 r e g u l a r  members and 
20 s tudents .  O f  t h e  t o t a l ,  53 were new members and of t h e  o r i g i n a l  139 c h a r t e r  members, 
28 were still ac t ive .  Forty-two names had been dropped dur ing  t h e  year ,  mostly f o r  non- 
payment of dues. 

Membership f o r  1971 a t  t h e  time of t h e  meeting t o t a l e d  308, of which n ine  were f u l l y -  
o r  part ly-paid l i f e  members. Sus ta in ing  members had dropped t o  93 (J  hope t h a t  some 
r e g u l a r  member- v i l l  con t r ibu te  j u s t  $3.00 more t o  become s u s t a i n e r s ,  s o  we can h i t  t h a t  
100 mark again:), S i x  new members joined KOS dur ing  t h e  s p r i n g  meeting. 46 names were 
dropped t h i s  month f o r  failure t o  pay t h e i r  1971 dues. 

Please remember t h a t  i t &  l a r g e l y  up t o  t h e  members t o  ine rease  t h e  membership i n  KOS. 
J u s t  ask  f o r  app l i ca t ion  blanks if you want t o  e n r o l l  new members o r  send t h e  names of 
prospects  t o  me and I ' l l  send them a let ter  with a p p l i c a t i o n  a t tached.  I wouldn't mind 
handling a 400 membership, if  you bui ld it up t o  that: : : : : Amelia J, Be t t s ,  Secre tary  

KOS Sprina Meeting, Manhattan 

There were 85 reg i s t e red  f o r  t h e  Saturday meeting, about  90 a t  t h e  banquet. Sunday 
morning, 75 at tended t h e  f i e l d  t r i p s ,  The following is a list of b i r d s  seenr 
Eared Grebe, Pied-bi l led Grebe, White Pe l ican ,  Pouble-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, 
Green Heron, Black-crowned Night Heron, American B i t t e r n ,  Canada Goose, Mallard, Gadwall, 
P i n t a i l ,  Green-winged Teal ,  Blue-dnged Teal,  Shoveler,  American Widgeon, Wood Euck, 
Redhead, Ring-necked Euck, Canvasback, Lesser  Scaup, Bufflehead, Ruddy Puck. 'hukey Vulture. 



Cooper% Hawkwk, Red-tailed Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, Swainson's Hawk, Rough-legged 
Hawk, Marsh Hawk, Osprey, Sparrow Hawk, Greater P r a i r i e  Chicken, 3obwhite, Ring-necked 
Pheasant,  Sora Rail, Coot, Kf l ldee r ,  Upland Plover ,  Spotted S a n d ~ i p e r ,  Willet, 
Greater  Yellowlegs, Lesser  Yellowlegs, Pec to ra l  Sandpiper,  Ring-billed Gull,  F'ranklin8s 
Gull, Fo res t e r ' s  Tern, Rock Cove, Nourning Cove, Screech O w l ,  Great Horned O w l ,  Whip- 
poor-will, Poor-will, Nighthawk, Chimney Swif t ,  Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Belted King- 
f i s h e r ,  Yellow-shafted F l i cke r ,  Red -bel l ied Woodpecker, Red -headed Woodpecker, Hairy 
Woodpecker, Powny Woodpecker, Eas te rn  Kingbird, Western Kingbird, Sc issor - ta i led  Fly- 
ca tcher ,  Great Crested F lyca tcher ,  E a s t e m  Fnoebe, Horned Lark, Tree Swallow, Bank 
Swallow, Rough-winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, C l i f f  Swallow, Purple  Martin,  Blue Jay,  
Common Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, House 
Wren, Bewick's Wren, Carolfna Wren, Long-billed Marsh Wren, Mockingbird, Catb i rd ,  
Brown Thrasher, Robin, Wood Thrush, Swainson's Thrush, Eas te rn  Bluebird,  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher,  Ruby-crowned Kingle t ,  Water P i p i t ,  Loggerhead Shr ike ,  S t a r l i n g ,  S o l i t a r y  
Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Bla ck and White Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Orange-crowned 
Warbler, Nashvi l le  Warbler, P a m l a  Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, Myrtle 
Warbler, Blackpoll  Warbler, Palm Warbler, Ovenbird, Louisiana Waterthrush, Yellowthroat,  
House Sparrow, Eas te rn  Meadowlark, Western Meadowlark, Yellow-headed Blackbird, 
Red-winged Blackbird,  Orehad  Or io le ,  Baltimore Or io le ,  Common Grackle,  Brown-headed 
Cowbird, S c a r l e t  Tanager, Card ina l ,  Indigo Bunting, I2ickcisse1, A m ,  Goldfinch, 
Rufous-sided Towhee, Savannah Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, Vesper LFparrow, Lark 
Sparrow, Chipping Swrrow, Clay-colored Sparrow, F ie ld  Sparrow, Harris' Sparrow, 
White-crowned Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Lincoln 's  Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, 
Song Sparrow, 

The minutes of t h e  meeting were not  received in t ime f o r  i nc lus ion .  They w i l l  appear  
i n  t h e  October Newsletter,  

NOTES 

E d g e  City-- Bi rds  have not  been t o o  numerous i n  o u r  a r e a  t h i s  sp r ing ,  Waterfowl, 
e s p e c i a l l y  waders, have been unusual ly  scarce ,  However, we have had some unusual  and 
i n t e r e s t i n g  land b i r d s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  u s u a l  species, Warblers were seen more 
f requent ly  than  iasual, We s a w  Myrtles,  Audubsn, Orange-crowned and Black and White, 
On A p r i l  20, I had a Hooded Warbler i n  t h e  yard a11 day, TEds was seen very c l e a r l y ,  
We saw a number of  Bewfck's Wrens and on s e v e r a l  occas ions  a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher;  
t h i s  is unusal  here,  Severa 1 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were spot ted  as well  as Blue 
Grosbeaks, However, up t o  d a t e  we have seen no Black-headed Grosbeaks, Among t h e  
more usua l  s p e c i e s  we have had Eas te rn  Bluebirds ,  Baltimore and Bullock 's  Or io le ,  
Orchard Or io le ,  S c i s s o r t a i l e d  F lyca tcher  i n  smallmmbez.~, K i n g b i d s ,  t h r a s h e r s ,  mockers 
and migrant sparrows occurred i n  q u i t e  l a r g e  numbers; White-crma, Chipping, Clay- 
colored, Lark Sprrows a r e  now nes t ing ,  Tsrk Euntings have been seen  s i n c e  eady May 
i n  unusual ly large f locks ,  On May 15 we saw o u r  first E i c k c i s s e l  and mn May 17 t h e  
first Miss i ss ippi  Kite f o r  t h i s  region. Purp le  Marbins were l a t e .  Other swallows 
seen a r e  Bank, Barn, Rough-winged and a few C l i f f  Swallows, Joan Chal lans 

Hays--The shorebfrd mfgratisr,  was s p o t t y  and poor, The pas se r ine  migrat ion was, i n  
genera l ,  t h e  poorest  s l n c e  we began mis t -ne t t ing  f i v e  y e a r s  ago, We had a cool ,  windy 
sp r ing  with above a v e n g e  r a i n f a l l ,  usua3.1y i n  t h e  form of  thunderstorms, The d r i z z l y  
overcas t  condi t ions  with l i g h t  wind which have produced "fall outs"  of migrants  i n  
t h e  p a s t  d id  not  occur. Mist-net t ing t o t a l s  were only one-third of  last May's t o t a l .  
Pa r t  of t h i s  was due t o  continued encroachment on our  n e t t i n g  a r e a  bu t  Rich Weber 
banding a t  Ellis, a l s o  had low numbers. 

Some of our  normally most abundant s p e c i e s  occurred i n  very  low numbers compared wi th  
last May, Among t h e s e  were Chipping and Clay-colored Sparrows and Orange-crowned 
Warblers, Most migrants  were l a t e ,  bu t  o f t e n  t h e  first i n d i v i d u a l  would appear  at  
a n  unusual ly e a r l y  da t e ,  It was a s t r ange  migrat ion bu t  with enough "good" b i r d s  t o  
keep u s  i n t e r e s t e d ,  We had ano the r  good warbler  year  with 24 spec i e s ,  most i n  low 
numbers. The warbler  migrat ion s t a r t e d  wi th  a Black and Whfte on 30 March and i n -  



cluded t h e  follow ing  species (unusual f o r  t h e  Hays a r e a )  r Prothonotary (2nd record ); 
Worm-eating Warbler ( a t  E l l i s ,  Rich ~eber[3rd]);  Golden-winged Warbler (3rd 
Audubon's (more t h a  n usual) ;  Blackburnian ( 1 s t ) ;  Bay-breasted Warbler (4th 
(3rd ); and Canada (3rd f o r  spring),  

Other unusual species  were: White-faced I b i s ,  26 Apri l ;  Western(?) Wood Pewee (23 b y )  
White-eyed Vireo (2-3 May, our 1st record);  Philadelphia Vireo (30 May, 2nd record);  
Bobolink (17 !lay); Bullock's Oriole (R. Weber at ~ l l i s ) ~  Scar le t  Tanager ( 1 s t  i n  s p r i w  
R. W,ber a t  E l l i s ,  17 Play); Painted Bunting (22 May, E l l i s ,  R. Weber, our 1 s t ) ;  
Brewer' s Sparrow (17 ~ a ~ ) ,  Several species were conspicuous by t h e i r  absence, 
especia l ly  sparrows of most species. We did not see  o r  handle a s i n g l e  Song Sparrow 
a l l  spring. Migration ended w i t h  a thud on 31 May; we've handled only two migrants 
since. Charles A. Ely 

Winfield--The spr ing migration was nothing t o  wri te  home about but might be of 
some i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  KOS. The warbler migration was a thud a l t h o w h  a few goodies 
were seen. A banding s t a t i o n  was operated on t h e  Arkansas River west of Winfield 
from 7-31 May. Like Hays, our migration stopped abrupt ly  on 31 May. However, 
on 1 June, Swainson's Thrushs were still singing i n  t h e  woods. We handled 38 
species  of b i rds ,  t h e  most notable being! Gray-cheeked Thrush 9 May ( 1 s t  record ); 
Veery 16 and 25 May (1s t  records)#  Mourning Warbler, 8 banded from 16 May-31 May 
( 1 s t  spring records although abundant i n  f u l l ) ;  Canada Warbler, 23 May ( 1 s t  Spring 
records). I n  addit ion,  a Blackburnian was seen a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  around 20 May. A 
wave of Summer 'Panagers went through t h e  a rea  i n  mid-May and a S c a r l e t  T,nager was 
seen a week l a t e r .  A Pine Siskin was still on campus 17 May and was much agi ta ted  
by t h e  presence of a Blue Jay. We searched f o r  a nes t  but d idn ' t  f ind  it. The 
shorebird migration was n i l  although l a r g e  numbers of Avocets were present.  Max 
C.  Thompson 

. t- 
Wichita-- After last year ' s  r a t h e r  skimpy spring,  t h i s  season was most sa t i s fy ing,  
Pue possibly t o  t h e  warm weather many migrants arr ived ea r ly ,  w n d i c a t e d  by t h e  
presence of f o u r  warbler species on 7 April. Pue t o  no known f a c t o r ,  many winter i rq  
b i rds  lingered l a t e ,  as indicated by t h e  presence of  both juncos on 7 May. The 
r e s u l t  of t h i s  extended overlap, of course, was t h a t  more species  were present  at  
t h e  same time. On t h e  Wichita Audubon Society' s annual "Roundup" count, 5 p.m. 7 
May t o  5 p.m. 8 May, I recorded 132 species--an increase  of  7 over last year, 

The duck m i g r a t i ~ n  i n  March was about average, with none of t h e  "regulars" conspicuous 
f o r  t h e i r  abundance o r  absence. Cinnamon Teal were present  at  Cheney Reservoir o r  
20 March, and a few showed up a t  Wichita during t h e  following week. Hooded Mergansers 
were seen a number of times between February and e a r l y  May. 

A Gray-headed Junco seen i n  Wichita 10-18 March was our  second l o c a l  record. I n t e r -  
e s t ing ly  enough, it was found i n  t h e  same c i t y  park where we have observed White- 
winged Juncos twice i n  t h e  last decade. Not so  exci t ing ,  but  l o c a l l y  uncommon, 
Fox Sparrows were seen at Cheney Reservoir 20 March, and at Wichita on t h e  30th. 

Baird's Sparrows may pass through t h e  Wichita a rea  every year, but as far  as I know 
t h e  two I s a w  on 6 Apr i l  are among t h e  first recorded here. A LeConte's Sparrow, 
l o c a l l y  uncommon, was near t h e  same a rea  southwest of town on 13 April.  

Several Black-crowned Night Herons were present  between 29 March and t h e  end of April.  
Six Lit t le  Blue Herons west of Wichita on 11 May were q u i t e  ea r ly ,  as they usual ly  
don't  apFear i n  t h i s  a r e a  before July  [many records t h i s  spr ing ~ d i t o r ] .  

The shorebird migration was about average, though I was disappointed by t h e  lack of 
godwits. Lesser Yellowlegs, Pectora l  Sandpiper, and Baird ' s  Sandpiper were some- 
w h a t  e a r l y  at Cheney Reservoir on 20 March. Best shorebirds of t h e  season were 



two Short-billed Powitchers southwest of Wichita on 8 ?iay. I approached t o  within 
t e n  yards and checked ca re fu l ly  f o r  s ide-spott ing,  pa le  colora t ion ,  and heard t h e  
all-important call notes. The b i l l  was shor t ,  too,  but that is not  much of a 
r e l i a b l e  f i e l d  mark. No Long-billed Powitchers were seen l a t e r  than 3 May. 

Lazuli Suntings were much more common than usual ,  seen from 2-20 May, with a t  l e a s t  
3 present  i n  Wichita on t h e  14th. 

The warbler migration was q u i t e  good, witb 27 species  l i s t e d .  Some of t h e  more 
unusual species  seen t h i s  spr ing  were: Northern Waterthrush, 22 Apr i l ;  Pine War- 
b l e r ,  29 Apri l ;  Audubon's krarbler, 30 Apr i l ;  Chestnut-sided Warbler, 7 May; Black- 
throated Blue Warbler, 8 -9 May ( 3  observers)  ; Black-throated Green Warbler, 8 -11 
May! Blackburnian Warbler, 11 May; Canada Warbler, 1 4  May; Magnolia Warbler, 18 
May; Flourning Warbler, 25 May8 Bay-breasted Warbler, 27 May and Cerulean on t h e  
28th. A l l  of these  were seen e i t h e r  i n  t h e  Wichita c i t y  parks o r  along t h e  
Arkansas River jus t  out  of town. 

Two unusual b i r d s  i n  t h e  parks were a Veery, 21 May, and a Traill's Flycatcher 
of t h e  "fitz-bew" song type on 25 May. 

Species t h a t  were i n  above average numbers t h i s  spr ing  included Bewick's Wren, 
So l i t a ry  Vireo and Louisiana tiaterthrush. Birds t h a t  were conspicuously scarce  
included F'ranklin ' s Gull ,  Black and Least Terns, Yellow-billed and Black-billed 
Cuckoo, Yellow-head ed Blackbird and Lark Bunting. 

Wichita 's e a r l i e s t  e a r l y  record t h i s  season was a Wilson's Warbler, on 7 Apr i l  (male 
This exceeds t h e  e a r l i e s t  published record f o r  Oklahoma by 7 days, and f o r  Kansas 
by 23 Cays. Our l a t e s t  record was a female Bufflehead, apparent ly  a b l e  t o  f l y  
well,  but still hanging around southwest Wichita on 25 May. The l a t e s t  previous 
d a t e  f o r  Kansas is 30 Apri l  and f o r  Oklahoma 13 May. 

AWAY FRO$--WICHITAr-On 18 Apri l ,  J e f f  Cox, Larry Gray and I s a w  a Sanderling a t  
Quivira N.W.R. and a Black-necked S t i l t  a t  Cheyenne Bottoms. Also one i n t e r e s t i n g  
but s t r i c t l y  hypothetical  sighting--a poss ib le  Olivaceous Cormorant at t h e  Bottoms. 
The b i d  i n  quest ion was with a f lock of Couble-crested Cormorants and appeared 
t o  be smaller by a t h i r d ,  more slender,  small-bi l led,  with a very dingy o r  dusky 
cas t .  On t h e  Texas Coast I would have ca l led  it an  Olivaceous, but s ince  t h e  only 
Ransas record I know of is from 1872, more d e t a i l s  would be des i rable .  Did 
Schwilling o r  anyone e l s e  ge t  a d e f i n i t e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  on t h i s  one? A t  any r a t e ,  
Kansas b i r d e r s  should be on t h e  watch f o r  t h i s  species ,  as t h e r e  a r e  l o t s  of recent  
records f o r  Oklahoma. The most l i k e l y  t imes of t h e  v s a r  t o  look f o r  it would be 
l a t e  summer (many s igh t ings  on Lake ~exoma)  o r  Apr i l  (northernmost Oklahoma 
records, and only Kansas record ). Kenn Kaufman 

@-eat3fe$d--A White I b i s  was seen a t  Quivira National Wildl i fe  Refuge on 2 May by 
refuge personnel. It was later photographed by Marvin Schwilling. I t  was an a d u l t  
bird and d e t a i l s  w i l l  be published i n  t h e  Bul le t in .  L ~ h i s  b i d  has s ince  moved t o  
Cheyenne Bottoms ~ d i t o r ] .  Marvin Schwillina. 

Baldwin-- Birds seem t o  be a r r i v i n g  about on schedule but  a White-eyed Vireo got 
--a - 
here 9 Apr i l ,  two weeks e a r l i e r  than previously published. Amelia Betts .  

Winfield--The Winfield City Lake was t h e  proud c a r r i e r  of a family of Canada Geese. -- -.- 
A f lock of seven remained at  t h e  l a k e  and a p a i r  hatched out  two gosl ings.  Of f i ce r  
Robert Berry, l ake  p a t r o l  o f f i c e r  reported t h e  sighting.  They moved t o  t h e  upper 
port ion of t h e  l ake  where it is too  shallow f o r  boats.  Max C. Thompson 

FALL MEETING TO BE HELL' AT JUNCTION CITY, SPRING MEETING TO HEW AT HAYS 



Camp Towanyak--This repor t ,  a s  always, includes almost d a i l y  coverage of t h i s  area with 
occassional notat ions from o ther  near-by areas.  An average of 5 hours was spent i n  t h e  
f i e ld  during t h e  peak of migration. 

There were numerous disadvantages t o  spring 1971 birdwatching: spr ing came e a r l y  and 
leaves were well i n  advance from one t o  two weeks. Windy days, and gusty winds made f o r  
d i f f i c u l t  locat ing of t h e  b i r d s  i n  t h e  dense fol iage.  There was no quant i ty  and vm y 
l i t t l e  quality..what we ?2IP ge t  was l i k e  ~ u l l i n g  needles out of a very dense haystack. 
The b i r d s  were not singing readi ly ,  and when they did sing,  t h e  song was sparse and 
incomplete. A t  times we were a lnos t  reduced t o  saying " that ' s  t h e  t r e e  t h a t  had two 
Blackburnian P r b l e r s  i n  it last year" o r  " there ' s  where we had a Bay-breasted War- 
b l e r  i n  '69" etc.  There were a few contradic t ions  of course, such as Coldenlrlnged 
Warblers on four  d i f f e r e n t  and not consecutive days, with good views f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  
group of half a dozen birdwatchers...also ample a ~ p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a r n  h i s  unusual, 
ofbrepeated buzsy song. Then t h e r e  was t h e  non-singing, but most co-operative Palm 
Warbler (our first at Towanyak i n  many t ears) t h a t  slowly and meticuously combed t h e  
branches and leaves  of t h e  post oaks i n  a small area, allowing t h e  pa r ty  of 10-12 
t o  view him with sa t i s fac t ion .  Black-throated Greens on severa l  occassions put on 
a heart-warming display.  However, it wasn't u n t i l  May 1 9  a f t e r  a f a H y  cold night ,  
with temperatures i n  the  e a r l y  a.m. around 50 degrees, with a cold f r o n t  t o  t h e  nor th  
of us, that w e  had any degree of "bird" i n  t h e  t r e e s .  Singing on t h i s  day was more 
l i k e  it should have been, and t h e r e  was more a c t i v i t y  than on any previous day, Wind 
was gusty, locat ing t h e  s ingers  was dif ' f ' icul t .  

Our birding was cur ta i l ed ,  somewhat on t h e  23-27 Nay by company and some of my d a i l y  
records are incomplete, A few of these  days I only recorded w h a t  b i r d s  were heard 
and observed from our yard. On t h e  26th, a f t e r  a cold, raw, misty day, it f i n a l l y  
cleared around 4130 p.m. and t h e  sun broke throughmahere w e  got  our first r e a l  *wavesM 
of warblers. In a shor t  time we had 11 species,  but more important, we had quanity 
of b i rds  moving though t h e  t r e e s  f o r  t h e  first time. They were moving and feeding i n  
l i t t l e  waves of 15-20 bi rds ,  a l l  d i f f e r &  species,  jus t  moving i n  a general  north- 
eas te r ly  d i rec t ion,  with very l i t t l e  song. Got t h e  first Philadelphia Vireo of  t h e  
season (and only one) on t h i s  date , .  . a l s o  5 female Redstar ts  i n  c lose  proximity, 
Also on t h i s  d a t e  t h e r e  were d e f i n i t e  waves of Empidonax f lycatchers ,  with numerous 
Acadian and Traill's. So l i t a ry  Vireos were scarce  a l l  season, as they were last 
year. Ovenbirds seemed more numerous than usual. 

The following d a i l y  lists show some indicat ion of movement: Our bes t  day t h i s  year 
was 12 May with 67 species  and 13 warblers. (h& year our bes t  day was 16 May with 
75 species, 18 warblers and i n  1969-the famous year-our b e s t  was 93 species,  23 
warblers on 23 ~ a ~ ) ;  

10 May 62 species, 11 warblers 
11 55 10 
12 67 13 
13 55 10 
14 58 12 
15 66 9 
16 64 8 
18 11 
19 11 

20 May 
2 1 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 

60 species ,  10 Warblers 
51 9 
52 3 
52 10 

6 
5 

67 11 
8 
4 

Weather conditions, throughout t h e  season, were, I suppose, near normal; slthough w e  
had unseasonably w a r m  weather from Apri l  12-21. On 17-18 Apr i l  we received l i g h t  r a in ,  
which was badly needed, an on t h e  22nd it became much colder,  dropping t o  44 degrees. 
On 3 May we had a 30 degree e a r l y  morning temperature with heavy f r o s t  i n  t h e  low- 
land. Temperatures remained cool  with another f r o s t  on 20 May when we s a w  our b e s t  
bird of t h e  year--a beau t i fu l  male Lazuli Bunting. A heavy squa l l  l i n e  over a l a r g e  
a rea  t o  t h e  west may have accounted f o r  t h i s  accidenta l  appearance, 
On 21 May, a l l  b i d s  seemed t o  be gone from t h e  area,  with t h e  exception of t h e  permanent 
and summer residents .  It was very qu ie t  with p r a c t i c a l l y  no ac t iv i ty .  However, that 



afternoon I got  my first Blackburnian Warbler f o r  t h e  yea r , , I  had begun t o  doubt t h a t  we 
would have any a t  a l l .  F m m  21-28 May it was cold and ran with t e r m i t t e n t  r a i n  and cloud 
cover and ea r ly  morning temperatures from 38-50 degrees, 

A l a r g e  f lock of wintering goldfinch had been v i s i t i n g  t h e  feeders  continuousoy through 
e a r l y  April,  but began t o  d isperse  with t h e  warm days and as t h e i r  plumage became in -  
creas l ingly  more b r i l l i a n t ,  We saw t h e  l a s t  of t h e  feeding f lock on 27 April, S iskins  
came l a t e  t h i s  year wind t h e r e  were only a dozen o r  so. They were gone before April,  
Our l a s t  Slate-colored Junco was seen 15 April,  White-throated Sparrows were moving i n t o  
t h e  area  by t h e  middle of March, Only two Mhite-crowned Sparrows, one on 2 Apri l  t h e  
o ther  10 May. The first Lincoln's Sparrow was 18 April;  they were never abundant, Harris 
Sparrow were f a i r l y  common th ru  April. We found our first of a few batches of Mom1 
Mushrooms bn t h e  27th of April..,,Redbud was wag pas t  peak; mayapples i n  f u l l  bloom; 
v i o l e t s ,  dutchman's breeches, toothwort a l l  t h r o w h  blooming; ALL t r e e s  well leafed 
out;  buckeye i n  FULL BLOOM. This i n  comparison t o  l a s t  year, same d a t e ,  when I wrote 
"redbuds Not QUITE i n  bloom; mayapple i n  l e d  only; v i o l e t s  and wood pRdox J u s t  
s t a r t i n g  t o  bloom, buckeyes and elms leafed out ,  but  no o the r  trees,.". 

Goatsuckers, as I predicted a f t e r  t h e  martin k i l l  of last spring, were down i n  numbers 
and we do not hear t h e  mixed serenades as of pas t  years. Worthy of  note, and unusual, 
is t h e  d i f ference  i n  time of a r r i v a l  between Whippoorwill and Chuck-wills-widow--a 
lapse  of 20 days, where usual ly  t h e r e  is l e s s  o r  no more than one week. Perhaps t h e  
cold n ights  kept them from singing, our only way of knowing when they have ar r ived,  
Our martin house stands em~ty--agrim reminder of devastat ion by weather last yeax-- 
the re  were no survivors o r  y oung t o  return.  

Thrushes were fa idy common a l l  spring, with more Gray-cheeked than usual  and more 
singing, Our first nest ing of blueb i r d s  was successful ,  with t h e  f l edg l ings  leaving 
the  nes t  on 8 May, By t h e  l5 th ,  t h e  male had four  young at  t h e  feeder  i n  our yard and 
continued t o  bring them of ten  while t h e  female began incubating her  second c lu tch  of 
eggs, By t h e  time t h e  second brood hatched, t h e  first f o u r  were on t h e i r  o m ,  and still 
v i s i t  t h e  feeder. Summer tanagers come i n  of ten  f o r  sue t  mix, and donuts. Five species  
of woodpeckers feed regular ly  on sue t  mix.,Red-bellied, Red-headed, Eomy, Hairy and 
Flicker. Colonel Thompson, who has a 72-room malcth house i n  Leawood, r epor t s  it is 
2/3 occupied and t h a t  t h e  martins are eager f o r  and ca r ry  away a l l  t h e  crushed eggshells  
he can provide on a t r a y  below t h e  house. He l o s t  about 30 martins last year, 

 h he following have been excerpted from Myers t o t a l  list due t o  t h e  space l i m i t a t i o n s  
~ d i t o r ] ,  Black and White Wambler, 28 ~ p r i l - 2 6  May; Golden-winged Warbler, 5 May, 
11-13 May ( t h i s  last one sang song usually connected with one of t h e  hybrids--four 
s ing le  buazes on same p i t ch ,  but  from a l l  appearances was a regu la r  Golden-winged. 
Tennessee Warbler, 4 ~ a y - 2 6  May; Orange-crowned Warbler, 28 ~ p r i l - 1 6  May; Nashville 
Warbler 17 April-19 May; Parula Warbler 22 April-31 May; Yellow Warbler 8 my-26; 
Magnolia Warbler 18-26 May; Myrtle Warbler 17 ~ p r i l - 1 4  May; Black-throat ed Green 
Warbler 6-26 Play; Cerulean Warbler 12-28 May; Bladhurnian Warbler 21-26 May; Yelloh- 
throated Warbler, 23 May [uncommon] 8 Chestnut-sid ed Warbler, 10-22 May; Bay-breasted 
Warbler 10 Play, Shawnee Mission Park Sandra Yeskie and Ardie Kestar; Blackpoll 
Warbler 9-21 May; Palm Warbler, 12 May; Ovenbird, 10-May-June 2; Northern Water- 
thrush, 2 June; La. Waterthrush 20 April,  usually n e s t s  here-apparent ly  d idn ' t  s t ay ;  
Kentucky Warbler, 6 May (nes t ing) ;  Mourning Warbler, 17 May-June 3, sti l l  here 
t h i s  warbler always last t o  leave [ l a t e s t  day on record, ~ d i t o r ] ;  Yellowthroat, 
1 May; Hooded Warbler 23 May; Wilson's Warbler, 8-16 May; Canada Warbler, 18-24 May; 
Redstart,  18-24 May. Mary Louise and J i m  Myers. 

Nesting Card  Scheme Par t i c ipan t s  

Pr. Robert Mengel a t  t h e  University of Kansas Museum of Natuaral Hjstory, Lawrence, 
Kansas 66044 would l i k e  t o  have a l l  persons helping out  with t h e  nes t ing record pro- 
gram t o  send your names t o him. This way he can forward you any information t h a t  
comes from Cornell University . 
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